
HARTFORD REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

REGULAR MEETING 

NOVEMBER 13,2008 

PLAZA LEVEL CONFERENCE ROOM 
260 CONSTITUTION PLAZA 

5 0 0  P.M. 

AGENDA 

CHAIRMAN CASARES : Good evening, everyone. Welcome to the Hartford Redevelopment 
Agency regular meeting today, November 13,2008 at the plaza level conference room, 260 
Constitution Plaza. There is a sign-in sheet on the table there. Please sign-in. 

I. Roll Call 

CIJAIRMAN CASARES: Start with the roll call. Commissioner Arena? 
COMMISSIONER ARENA: Present. 
CHAIRMAN CASARES: Commissioner Bot~afonte is not herc. CHAIRMAN CASARES is here. 
Commissioner Harris i s  not here. Commissioner Leonard-Woods? 
COMMISSIONER LEONARD-WOODS: Present. 
CHAIRMAN CASARES: Commissioner Lopez-Hernandez? 
COMMISSIONER LOPEZ-HERNANDEZ: Present. 
CHAIRMAN CASARES: Colnmissioner Sierra is no1 here. 

11. Approval of the Minutes of the October 16,2008 Regular Meeting 

CHAIRMAN CASARES: Next on the agenda is approval of the minutes of the October 16, 
2008 meeting, In your package are the minutes. If there's any corrections, additions, comments -- 

COMMISSIONER LEONARD-WOODS: Correction page 4, October 16 meeting, paragraph 5 .  It 
should be, "There was a subs~smtial amount close to that bid. Has the city used ihis company 
before", or "that company before." One word or the other. 'This' or 'that', one word. 

MR. PAN AGORE: The board's preference, 'this' or 'that1? 

COMMISSIONER LEONARD-W OODS: 'This'. 

CIHAIRMAN CASARES: Any other comments or correclions'? Motion to accept the 
October 16,2008 minutes is on the table. 
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COMMlSSIONER LOPEZ-HERNANDEZ: Second. 

CHAIRMAN CASARES : All in favor? Opposed? Abstentions? 

The motion to accept the minutes of thc October 16,2008 regular meeting was approved 4-0. 

III .  Approval of the Minutes of thc October 16,2008 Special Meeting 

CHAIRMAN CASARES: Next on the agenda approval of the minutes of the October 16,2008 
special meeting regarding the Downtown North Project. Any comments, corrections? 

COMMISSIONER ARENA: Move to accept. 

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ-HERNANDEZ: Second. 

CHAIRMAN CASARES: All in favor? Opposed? Abstentions? Motion passes. 

The motion to accept the minutes of the October 16,2008 special meeting regarding the 
Downtown North Project was approved 4-0. 

IV. Approval of the Minutes of the Octobcr 21,2008 Special Meeting 

CHAIRMAN CASARES: Nerr t is approval of the October 2 1 ,  2008 special meeting, Union 
Station. Ally comments, corrections? 

COMMISSIONER ARENA: Move to accept. 

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ-HERNANDEZ: Second. 

CHAIRMAN CASARES: All in favor? 

COMMISSIONER LEONARD-WOODS: I abstain. 

CHAIRMAN CASARES: One abstention. That motion does not pass. 

The motion to accept the minutes of the October 21,2008 special meeting regarding the 
Downtown West Section I1 Union Station I Walnut Street Project failed 3-0 with 
Commissioner Leonard-Woods abstaining.) 

V. Approval of the Minutes of the October 23,2008 Special Meeting 
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CHAlRMAN CASARES: Next on the agenda is approval of the minutes of the October 23, 
2008 special meeting, Constitution Plaza East. 

COMMISSIONER ARENA: Move to accept. 

COMM[SSIONER LOPEZ-HERNANDEZ: Second. 

CHAIRMAN CASARES: All in favor, Opposed? Abs tet~tions? Motion passes. 

Thc motion to accept thc minutes of the October 23,2008 special meeting regarding the 
Constitution Plaza East Project was approved 4-0. 

VI. Approval of the Schedulc of Regular Meetings for 2009 

CHAIRMAN CASARES: Next on the agenda is approval of the schedule of the regular meetings 
for 2009. Mr. Panagore? 

MR. PANAGORE: Mr, Chairman, board members; the schedule of regular mcetings for the next 
calendar year as required. I do note the April 2 meeting is on the first Thursday of the month due to 
a holiday. We request approval of the schedule of dates. 

CHAIRMAN CASARES: Motion to approve the schedule of regular meetings for the Hartford 
Redevelopment Agency for 2009 is in order. 

COMMISSIONER ARENA: Move to accept, 

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ-HERNANDEZ: Second. 

CHAIRMAN CASARES : All in favor? Opposed? Abstentions? Motion passes. 

The motion to accept the schedule of regular meetings for the Hartford Redevelopment 
Agency for 2009 was approved 4-0. 

VII. Projects in Planning 

A. Downtown [nitiative 
1. Consideration of a Resolution Approving the Redevciop~nent Plan for the 

Cons ti tu tion Plaza East Project 

2. Consideration of a Resolution Approving the Redevelopment Plan Tor the 
Downtown North Project 
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3. Consideration uf a Resolution Approving the Redevelopment Plan for the 
Downtown West Section 11 Union Station-Walnut Street Project 

CHAIRMAN CASARES: Next on the agenda are Pro-jects in Planning. Agenda j tern 7-A, 
Downtown Initiative. One is consideration of the resolution approving Ihe redevelopment 
plan for the Constitution Plaza East Project, Downtown North Project, and Downtown West 
Section 11 Union Station /Walnut Street Project. 

MR. PANAGORE: Mr. Chairman, board members, thank you very much. We have before 
you this evening for your recommendation requested approvals of the three redevelopment 
plans. As noted in  the cover memo, public hearings were held on the 1 6th, 2 1 st, and 23rd 
respective1 y for receiving comment on the plans. 

In general as per the plans, and you have the draft before you, there have been minor 
modifications. I'll turn it over in a moment to Mark to go through them. But there were 
minor modifications to the plans after the hearings and con~ments were received. ParticuIarly 
for the Downtown West Project the attorney representing the owners of Myrtle Street 
appeared expressing his client's concern about the redevelopment of this project and 
questioning facets of the plan. Afier the hearings staff reviewed each plan, made 
modifications and corrections. in particular, please note that in Section 7-8 of each plan we 
provided further specification regarding design controls. There arc particular changes to each 
plan. And I would request the it~dulgence of the board to go through each of the plans before 
taking up the particular motions. 

And recognizing that the minutes for October 2 1 were not approved on a quorum basis so far 
this evening we would request holding the resolution of that motion until a quorum is present 
to vote on those. That would be on the Downtown West, as we would want to make sure the 
record rellected the meeting minutes were first considered and adopted by the board prior to 
any plan adoption itself. 

011 the plans I turn i t  over to Mark McGovern to go over each of the plans, Mark, 
Cons ti tu tion Plaza? 

1 ,  Consideration of a Resolution Approving the Redeveloprncnt Plan for the 
Constitution Plaza East Project 

MR.  MCGOVERN: Thank you David. Conslitution Plaza East changes have been 
made. Any new text is underlined. Any text taken out or deleted has a strike through 
i t .  So you can see all the changes made. In all three of the plans including 
C.onstitution Plaza Easl there are minor word corrections. The major text change to 
Cot~stitution Plaza East was in Section 7-B where we added language to this plan and 
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all the others on design controls. We added a paragraph as it relates to how the design 
review board would have certain authority and design the buildings built in the plan 
area. 

One specific correction, Glenn has just passed out two new maps. We realized on 
these two maps, maps No. 2 and 5, we did not update the owner of Broadcast House. 
In the midst of our planning etY01-i~ Broadcast House was sold to Abul Islam. And 
Tarob, LLC is the entity that: now owns the building. We hadn't updated that in each 
of those two boxes. So what Glenn has passed out would be substituted for maps 2, 3, 
and 5 .  

MR. PANAGORE: If I might, the comment on page 6 regarding the design review 
board's process is only a clarifying comment. It doesn't add additional process. It 
makes sure in the plan what the role of the design review board would be. Land 
disposition; as part of the tentative designation process we require financial 
information, pro formas, evidence of financial capacity. In the plan itself that was 
specifically noted and called out. So anyone who read the plan would be on notice of 
that requirement and not have to go looking in another document to understand what 
our process was. 

MR. MCGOVERN: With that, moving onto the Downtown North plan, I don't 
believe there was anything substantial changed or edited beyond that which we 
already discussed which applies to all three plans. 

CHAIRMAN CASARES: Questions, comments? Being none I'd like to propose a 
motion to accept a resolution for the Hartford Redevelopment Agency for the 
Constitution Plaza East Project. That's the motion. Is there a second? 

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ-HERNANDEZ: Second. 

CHAIRMAN CASARES: All in favor? Opposed? Abstentions? Motion passes. 

The motion to accept a resolution approving the redevelopment plan for the 
Constitution Plaza East Project was approved 4-0. 

2. Consideration of a Resolution Approving the Redevelopment Plan for the 
Downtown North Projcct 

CHAIRMAN CASARES: Next, motiorl to approve the resolution of the Hartford 
Redevelopment Agency for the Downtown North Project. Is there a second? 
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COMMISSIONER LEONARD-WOODS: Second. 

CHAIRMAN CASARES: Any discussion? All in favor? Opposed? Any 
abstentions? Resolution passes. 

The motion to accept a resolution approving the rcdevelopment plan for the 
Downtown North Project was approved 4-0. 

VIII. Projects in Execution 

CHAIRMAN CASARES: Next on agenda, Projects in Execution. 

MR PAN AGORE: Mr. Chairman, we would ask of course that the Downtown West 
Project be held otl the table for later consideration at this board meeting. 

CHAIRMAN CASARES: The Union Station Plan? 

MR. PANAGORE: Correct, 

CHAIRMAN CASARES : Okay, Projects in Execution, the SigourneylHomestead Project. 
Mr. Panagore? 

A. SigourneylHomes tead Proiect 

1. Considera tion of a Resolution Authorizing the Exccu tion of a Con tract for Soil 
Remediation of 319 and 325 Sigourney Strcct with Clean Harbor Environmental 
Serviccs 

MR. PANAGORE: Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, board members. Bear with 
me one moment while I get my stack of papers in order. As the board members recall, 
at the last board meeting this came up for consideration, questions came up regarding 
the proposed contracts with Clean Harbor to complete the environmental remediation at 
the site. 

And as per the conlmitment made at the last board meeting I went back with staff and 
worked on this proposal. Since that time I now have a much better command of the 
facts. And again, from m y  recounting, and for the board's, this is a project that began on 
September 20,2007 when the board approved the contract with Clean Harbor pursuant 
to engineering work with Fuss & O'Neill for removal of 1400 tons of contaminated soil 
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on site. However, as often happens with environmental remediation projects once the 
1 400 [ o ~ s  were removed there was additional soi I that needed to be removed. Fuss & 

O'Neill prepared additional sampling, which we then shared with DEP. And on that 
basis we went back after the last board meeting, looked at the original estimate for the 
work which was $3 30,000, and were able to refine the scope and remedial ion, and have 
before the board tonight a recommended cost to contract with Clean Harbor of now 
$210,935. 

Again, Clean Harbor in a standard construction process one would view this as a change 
order. However, given the way the process has occurred we would need to enter into a 
second contract, a new contract with Clean Harbor. Clean Harbor has been onsite, has 
done essentially half the work. This finalizes the additional work and is the 
recommendation to the board on the basis of the reduc.ed contract prices from the last 
board meeting to enter into contract with Clean Harbor. A new contractor would result 
in further clelay, increased cost, getting someone else familiar with the project. 

In addition, in order to recognize that other change orders might occur of a minor nature 
we request authorization to approve change orders of a total amount not to exceed 1 0 
percent of the requested amount, or $2 1,093.50. With the appi.oval we would have the 
right to enter into change orders of an additional 10 percent. 

COMMISSIONER ARENA: So what we have here that is the origit~al at 330,000, I 
believe i t was. And we cut it down. We've cut 100,000 off of  this. Is this something 
that the Hartford Courant could be getting in touch with, so thal they know the Hartford 
government dues try to work within our budgets and save money. But I'm tired of 
hearing from the paper constantly that Hartford is overspending. Here we are having a 
department doing everything possible to save money for the city. This is incredible, a 
great job. 

MR. PANAGOKE: Thank you very much. Thank the staff, Judy particularly. 

CHAIRMAN CASARES: If there are no other questions I put before you a motion for a 
resolution authorizing execution of a contract for remediation services for Clean Harbor 
Environmental Se~vices. Incorporated. Is there a second? 

COMMISSIONER ARENA: Second. 

CHAIRMAN CASARES: All in favor? Opposed? Abstentions? Motion passes. The 
motion for a resolution authorizing execution of a contract for soil remediation services 
of 3 19 and 325 Sigourney Streel or Clean Harbor Environmental Services, lncorporatcd 
was approved 4-0. 
























