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Introduction  

Hartford is a wonderful place to live, and has a 

rich and significant history. Its evolution has  

ƳƛǊǊƻǊŜŘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŘȅƴŀƳƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ 

cultural diversity. Hartford is a city steeped in its 

neighborhoods, with family roots going back as 

many as three or four generations. A long       

history of cultural richness has created a vibrant 

urban life and continues to attract people from 

all over the world.   

But Hartford, like many American cities, strug-

gles in many areas. There are many improve-

ments that residents and workers would like to 

ǎŜŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ 

/ƛǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ IŀǊǘŦƻǊŘ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΚέ ά²Ƙŀǘ      

ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ IŀǊǘŦƻǊŘΩǎ 

ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΚέ  Lǘ ƛǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

questions and take action, as our collective    

action will shape the future of the great city in 

which we live and work. 

What Is A POCD? 

A Plan of Conservation and Development (POCD)

is a guideline for asking questions, identifying 

challenges, determining resolutions and imple-

menting strategies. It is a record of the best 

thinking of Hartford as to its future growth and 

to give direction to both public and private     

development.  The Plan not only encompasses a         

long-term vision for the community but also  

offers guidance for short-term decision-making.  

The Plan should not be thought of as a rigid blue-

print, but rather as a general guide for growth in 

Hartford.  Chapter 126, Section 8-23, of the     

Connecticut General Statutes requires that a plan-

ƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ȊƻƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ άǇǊŜǇŀǊŜΣ ŀŘƻǇǘ ŀƴŘ 

amend a plan of conservation and development 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴ 

are broadly based recommendations for future 

development and improvement of Hartford over 

the next   decade and beyond. 

(ÁÒÔÆÏÒÄȭÓ 0ÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ 0ÒÏÃÅÓÓ 

Lƴ нллтΣ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 

Services Planning Division began working with 

the Hartford Planning and Zoning Commission to 

review and update the Plan of Conservation and 

Development. A consultant was hired to help 

prepare baseline planning documents. Initial 

efforts focused on updating demographics and 

reviewing city facilities, and Board of Education 

facilities. Once baseline conditions were prepared 

the Planning Division began working on a review 

of the land use map.  The Planning Division    

converted the land use map to a GIS format and 

began the process of assessing existing  uses city

-wide. At the same time Neighborhood Revitali-

zation Zone (NRZ) Committees began updating 

their strategic plans. Capital Budget, and State 

and Regional Plans were reviewed and consid-

ered for integration into the generalized land 

use plan, goals, and implementation strategies.  

The Planning Division and the Redevelopment 

Agency also prepared three (3) redevelopment 
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