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Introduction

Recently many American cities have seen arelocation of Capitol Community College to th

movement of people, particularly young profes-
sionals and empty nesters, back into down-
towns. Vibrant urban settings with a mix of uses
that afford residents opportunities for employ-

ment, residential living, entertainment, culture

and regional connectivity in a compact pedes-
trian-friendly setting are attractive to residents.

Downtowns like Hartford offer access to enter-
tainment, bars, restaurants, and cultural venues
unlike their suburban counterparts.

The purpose of this chapter is to address the
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different uses has given Downtown Hartford thg

future. It will also serve to update the existing
Downtown Plan which was adopted in 1998.

Description

Downtown Hartford is the governmental, institu-
tional and cultural center of a metropolitan
region of approximately 1.2 million people. The
extent of the Downtown is shown in the figure
to the right. The highise office buildings and
state government offices are centered around
the focal point of Bushnell Park, with its numer-
ous features of historic, architectural and natural
significance. The recent addition of new housing
units in the Downtown area, including several
high-end apartment complexes, has added to
the mix of office space, restaurants, entertain-

ment venues and cultural attractions. Other

recent additions into the downtown include the

former G. Fox building, development in th
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Connecticut Convention Center and th
Connecticut Center for Science and Exploratiq
Morgan St. Garage, Hartford Marriott Down
town Hotel, and the construction of the Publi
Safety Complex.
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land use, having a mix of uses both horizont:jt/

and vertically. The overall land use distributi
includes a mix of institutional (24%), commerci

vibrant character befitting the center of a majo
metropolitan region.

Vision

The most important ingredient for a vibran
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can take many forms; it includes people who Iiy
downtown and work downtown. It also include

people who visit the downtown area to shop
dine, or attend an entertainment or cultal

event. It includes commuters arriving and depar-

ing at Union Station, and making bus transfers
Main Street. It includes students attending one
the secondary or postecondary educational
facilities within the Downtown
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