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Introduction  

This Demographic Chapter was developed in  

order to provide a comprehensive demographic 

picture of the City of Hartford and its component 

neighborhoods.  This data is intended to help 

facilitate the capital improvements and general 

planning process for the City of Hartford. 

Data Sources 

The two primary sources for the demographic 

data discussed in the following sections are the 

2005-2007 3-Year estimates from the American 

Community Survey (ACS) and the 2000 Census.  

The ACS is a survey tool developed by the U.S. 

Census Bureau to replace the census long form, 

and is expected to be fully implemented by 

2010.  ACS survey data is collected continuously, 

allowing the Census Bureau to provide data esti-

mates for demographic categories on an annual 

basis.  This survey is quite useful for states and 

counties, who no longer need to rely upon de-

cennial Census data that becomes     increasingly 

dated as the decade progresses.  However, the 

ACS is limited in its applicability to smaller local 

jurisdictions.  One-year data estimates are only 

available for local jurisdictions with a population 

of 65,000 or more; three-year estimates are 

available for jurisdictions with populations of 

20,000 or more, and eventually five-year esti-

mates will be available for all local jurisdictions.  

For the purposes of this analysis, the 2005-2007 

3-Year Estimates were used for Hartford.  While 

the 2007 1-Year Estimates were available for the 

City, the margin of error for this data was con-

siderable.  Therefore, the 2005-2007 3-Year Esti-

mates were utilized due to their smaller margin 

of error and their use of three years of data 

rather than just one year. 

Methodology 

2000 Census data at the block group level was 

utilized wherever possible.  For two statistics, 

custodial grandparents and foreign-born popula-

tion, data was only available at the Census tract 

level.  Census block groups and their associated 

data were generally assigned to the neighbor-

hood which encompassed their boundaries.  

However, neighborhood boundaries and Census 

block group boundaries did not match up exactly 

in several cases.  In order to provide data at the 

neighborhood level, a method of estimation was 

used in working with the Census data.  When 

block groups were split by two neighborhoods, 

GIS mapping was utilized to determine the total 

number of properties in the block group and the 

percentage of these properties that were       

situated in each neighborhood.  These percent-

ŀƎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜƴ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻŎƪ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ   

Census data for assignment.  Thus, if there were 

100 people in block group 1, and 60% of the 

ōƭƻŎƪ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ ! 

and 40% were in neighborhood B, it was         

estimated that 60 of the people were in 

neighborhood A and 40 people were in 
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