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City of Hartford, Hartford Police Department, in association with the State of Connecticut
Department of Motor Vehicles and the North Central Emergency Medical Council and Connecticut
State Police Warn:

Zero Tolerance for Underage Drinking at Concert Venue

(May 15, 2013 - Hartford, CT) - City, state and medical officials today warned that parents need to take stronger roles
in curbing the underage drinking of teens going to concerts or risk the possibility of serious injury or death from
alcohol poisoning.

The officials in an unprecedented press conference at the Hartford Police Department said that binge drinking and
"guzzling" alcohol has become so commonplace that they now are concerned about teens risking their lives. In the last
few years emergency rooms at Hartford's three major hospitals have been overrun by teens brought in after
consuming too much beer, liquor and other substances.

Officials also warned parents and teens that enforcement is being ratcheted up as the first concert of the summer
season at the Comcast Theatre is held on Saturday, March 18, 2013, and throughout the concert season.

"Quite frankly, | am worried that a teen will be found dead under the bushes. That is how serious this is becoming,”
said Steven Wolf, M.D., chairman of the Emergency Medicine at Saint Francis Hospital and Medical Center, and
chairman of the North Central Emergency Medical Services Advisory Committee.

"Parents need to reel their teens in and keep a much closer eye on them. Law enforcement will be doing its part too,
but that could be too late if the teen has alcohol poisoning," he added.

“The City will do everything possible to keep these teenagers safe but we can only go so far,” said Mayor Segarra.
“Parents must be involved in order to truly create a shift in behavior. It’s important to note that the majority of the
teenagers who are drinking at concerts are not Hartford residents but it’s a problem in our City and we have a
responsibility to address it.”

Hospital and law enforcement officials report that many parents of teen concert-goers are not accepting the
responsibility that their teens are drinking and in some cases drinking in so much excess that their health is
jeopardized. Teens either in possession of alcohol or driving under the influence face the tough license suspensions
that are part of Connecticut's zero-tolerance for underage drinking as well as drinking and driving.

"This is a problem that both parents and teens need to address at home. If not, then the consequences of their actions
can reach the law enforcement levels that bring significant penalties lasting long after the teen sobers up," said DMV
Commissioner Melody A. Currey.




The officials from the city, state, medical and law enforcement organizations asked parents to keeping their teens safe
by knowing where and with whom the teen is going to the concern, do not drop off the teen at unsupervised
locations, and most importantly, talk to the teen about the affects alcohol abuse can have on their health and safety.

They also need to set significant consequences for behavior that violates the rules set at home, the officials said.

“The underage drinking issue many times leads to tragedy. State and Local Police strictly enforce all laws in an effort
to ensure the safety of all teens. The consequences of one’s actions can last a long time” said Lt. Paul Vance of the
Connecticut State Police.

“Underage patrons that are in possession of an open container of alcohol will be issued a Hartford Community Court
Summons for violating the City of Hartford’s Public Drinking Ordinance (4-3). This applies to anyone under the age of
21,” said Hartford Police Chief James C. Rovella. “Our goal is to create a safe environment for all concert goers while
deterring the extensive underage drinking that occurs in and around the concert venue.”

Contacts:

Nancy M. Mulroy, HPD Communications Coordinator, 860-550-1025/ cell or text; 860-757-4021/office
Maribel LaLuz, Director, 860-757-9731

Director, City of Hartford Office of Communications and New Media

William K. Seymour, Office of the Commissioner, Connecticut Department of Motor Vehicles 860-

For more public safety news visit the HPD website at www.hartford.gov/police,
Facebook, Twitter and YouTube at Hartford Police CT




Sanctions Teens Could Face that Parents Would Also Need to Confront

The standard penalties issued by the Hartford Community Court for underage drinking violators are as follows:
-The violator is required to read a book about the dangers of alcohol and write an essay that satisfies the
Court.
-The violator is given a minimum of three (3) days of community service.
-The violator is subject to toxicological screenings on any of the required court dates.
-The violator is to provide proof of notification of arrest to guardian and/or parent(s).
-The violator is required to write a letter of apology to police and/or emergency medical personnel.

Driver's License Sanctions

Drivers under 21 years old face a mandatory suspension of their licenses for illegally purchasing or possessing alcohol.
Illegal purchase or attempt to purchase carries a fine from $200 to $500. Connecticut law prohibits those under the
age of 21 from possessing alcohol in public places and on private property. A first offense is an infraction, and any
subsequent offense carries a fine from $200 to $500. In addition, minors convicted of possession on streets or
highways will be subject to 60-day license suspensions, and minors convicted of possession on private property orin a
public places other than on public streets or highways will be subject to a 30-day license suspensions.

Operating under the influence is both a civil and criminal offense for which there are separate penalties. In addition to
the license suspensions, there also could be other court fines and lawyers fees. In addition, a $175 restoration fee is
required after a license is suspended.

Driver's 16 and 17-Years-Old License Suspensions for Administrative Reasons

Blood Alcohol Level First Offense Second Offense Third Offense

Refusal to submit to a blood, 18 months 3 years 6 years
breath or urine test

Test results of .02 or higher; up to, but not including, .16 1 year 2 years 4 years

Test results of .16 or higher 1 year 30 months 5 years

Driver's License Suspensions for Criminal Charges

First Conviction Second Conviction Third or
Subsequent
Conviction
DUI e 45 days license e 45 days license suspension or until 21st birthday, Permanent
convictions suspension. whichever is longer. Revocation.
after January | ®  Allother terms of e  All other terms of suspensions must be served May request a
1, 2012. suspensions must be except 14-227h. hearing after at
served except 14-227b. e  Three years IID requirement from restoration date. | least 2 years after
e OneyearlD e  Effective July 1, 2012, if you serve less than aone | date of revocation.
requirement from year suspension, you are restricted to drive to or
restoration date. from work or school, an alcohol or drug abuse
e If previously convicted of treatment program or an ignition interlock device
53a-56b or 53a 60d, it's service center for the first year. (You must carry
considered the 2nd the appropriate schedule at all times.)
offense.




The Comcast Theater
(A Live Nation Amphitheater)

2013 Tailgating Policy

Responsible Tailgating is an important part of the concert experience at The Comcast Theater.

To help create a safe and enjoyable environment for all of our guests please follow these
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policies if you plan on Tailgating.

Comcast Theater parking is for concert patrons only.

Parking lots open 3 hours prior to the start of each show. Please do not arrive earlier.
Parking is first come-first served. No saving of parking spaces is allowed.

Occupy only one space per vehicle.

No oversize vehicles are allowed.

Tailgating should only occur in front of or behind vehicles.

Tailgating cannot interfere with the normal flow of traffic to ensure access in case of an
emergency. Tents or other structures of any kind will not be allowed.

Underage alcohol consumption is strictly prohibited by law and minors in possession will
be ticketed by Hartford Police which will result in an appearance in family court,
community service and possible suspension of driver’s license.

Please dispose of all trash in provided containers or take it with you

Glass bottles are not permitted. Please use plastic cups or consume beverages in plastic
or aluminum containers

Grills are permitted. No open flames are allowed. Please extinguish all hot coals with
water prior to leaving your vehicle. Do not dispose of coals in the grass or under your
vehicle, or place a grill with hot coals under your vehicle.

Please be respectful of other concert guests, their vehicles and all surrounding property.
Tailgating must end 30 minutes after gates to the venue open. All guests must either
enter the venue or leave the parking area.

Comcast Theater is not responsible for lost, damaged or stolen items in the parking
area.

Please clean up your tailgating area before entering the show. Bring trash bags with you
to dispose of trash. Trash containers and recycling dumpsters are placed throughout
the parking lots leading to the entrance of the venue.

Tailgating is not allowed after the concert.
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Tips for Parents of Teens Going to Concerts

Get to know the parents of your teen’s friends. Know their rules so you don’t have to just accept the argument
“everybody else is allowed to...”

Frequently explain the reasons behind the rules so your teen understands the rules are a protective measure, not just
a restriction on their freedom.

Alert the police if you have information about where/how teens are getting alcohol in your community.

Let the parents of your teen’s friends know your rules, and where you stand on underage alcohol use — no furnishing,
ever.

Enforce your rules consistently. Don’t look the other way if your teen violates the rules — they need to know that you
are serious about the rules and that you will hold them accountable for violating them.

Be prepared in advance for what you would do the FIRST time you discover that your teen has been drinking. Think
ahead of time about how you want to react, who you would talk to, and how you would enforce the consequences.

When your teen arrives home, look for signs of use. Teens who believe their parents will catch them are less likely to
drink.

Wait up, or set the alarm for curfew time — talk with your teen about their night.

Trust but verify — check in with other parents about your teen’s activities or drop by once in a while where you're teen
tells you they will be.

Set a good example-- Drink responsibly — NEVER drink and drive.

Talk WITH your kids-- Talk early, talk often. Know where they are going, who they are going with, where they will be
and when they will be home. Check in on occasion just to make sure.

(Tips compiled from various sources)

Prepared by William Seymour, Office of the Commissioner, State Department of Motor Vehicle, and
Nancy Mulroy, Communications Coordinator, Hartford Police Department




