
















































































































































































































































































































Qrongr£llll of tl1£ llnit£~ §tat£ll 
mU£il1ington, 11m 20515 

February 5,2016 

Administrator Sarah Feinberg 
Federal Railroad Administration 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

RE: NEC FUTURE Tier 1 Draft EIS 

Dear Administrator Feinberg: 

As the Federal Railroad Administration continues the NEC FUTURE planning process, we write 
to underscore the importance of creating and maintaining a sense of open communication with 

communities who may be affected by new track segments constructed under the proposed Action 

Alternatives. Furthermore, we believe that it would be prudent for the FRA to consider hosting 

additional meetings and listening sessions in southeastern Connecticut. 

As representatives for the southeastern shore of Connecticut, we have seen firsthand the major 
need for improvement along the rail line. In "fact, the vast majority of our constituents support 
upgrading our rail infrastructure to benefit our local economy and boost tourism. Unfortunately, 

these same constituents believe that the FRA has not done its due diligence in providing proper 

community outreach in towns that will be the most impacted by new track construction. 

Specifically, we write to raise concerns we have heard from our constituents regarding the 
proposed new segment construction outlined in Alternative 1. As you know, the new segment in 
Alternative 1 will shift northward east ofthe Old Saybrook Station and run through several 
Connecticut and Rhode Island shoreline communities before reconnecting to the existing 

segment in Kenyon, RI. Connecticut's shoreline boasts a rich, vibrant history and is home to 

quiet villages and historic port cities. Importantly, according to the assessment of cultural 

resources and historic properties in the draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), Connecticut 
is home to the greatest amount ofproperties on the National Register of Historic Places that may 
be affected by new rail construction. 

To that end, it is understandable that the NEC FUTURE Draft EIS has raised alarm among many 
Connecticut residents. Many in the region were surprised to learn about the potential placement 
of a new rail line in the towns. For example, as currently proposed Alternative 1 would run 
straight through the center ofOld Lyme, impacting the cultural, historical and geographic 
integrity of the town - which is concerning to town leaders and community stakeholders. We 
recognize that FRA held listening sessions and public meetings in several Connecticut cities, and 
we understand that the proposals in the EIS are just the beginning of any analysis-a more 
thorough vetting with local stakeholders consistent with federal law would happen before any 
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project moves forward. Still, it appears that little engagement was done in these communities to 
assess even the preliminary views and concerns of those potentially impacted by the proposed 
new segment in Alternative 1 prior to inclusion in the report. 

While we understand that the FRA is still in the project planning stages ofNEC FUTURE and 
many more steps remain ahead in this process, we believe consistent community involvement 
will serve as the most important tool for finding agreeable alternatives, increasing local buy-in, 

and instilling a sense of trust among affected residents. As the planning process moves forward, 
we request that the FRA host listening sessions along the Connecticut shoreline where the 
proposed Alternative 1 new track segment will be constructed in order to hear the views and 
concerns of the communities in this area. 

Thank you for your consideration ofour request, and we look forward to your response. 

Sincerely, 

Cc:	 Rebecca Reyes-Alicea, Program Manager . 
NECFUTURE 
U.S. DOT Federal Railroad Administration 
One Bowling Green, Suite 429 
New York, NY 10004 

James P. Redeker, Commissioner 
Connecticut Department ofTransportation 
2800 Berlin Turnpike 
Newington, CT 06111 
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&tatt of QConnerticut 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
STATE CAPITOL
 

HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106-1591
 

REPRESENTATIVE DEVIN R. CARNEY MEMBER 

TWENTY-THIRD ASSEMBLY DISTRICT ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
HIGHER EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT 

ADVANCEMENT COMMITTEE 

LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUILDING, ROOM 4200 TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

300 CAPITOL AVENUE 
HARTFORD, CT 06106·1591 

CAPITOL: (860) 240-8700 
TOLL FREE: (800) 842-1423 

Devin.Carney@housegop.ct.gov 

February 12,2016 

NEC Future 
U.S. DOT Federal Railroad Administration 
One Bowling Green, Suite 429 
New York, NY 10004 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Please see the attached petition against the NEC Future Tier 1 EIS 'Alternative l' proposal, specifically 
regarding its effect on the Town of Old Lyme and the region. As you can see, hundreds of townspeople 
have signed it and are united in opposition to this plan that will negatively impact Old Lyme's character, 
history, and quality of life. 

In addition, there has been a lot of testimony submitted from local leaders and townspeople and I urge 
you to consider a different plan for the future ofthe Northeast Corridor. As I stated in my letter drafted 
on January 25, 2016, 'Alternative l' will have devastating effects on our homes, businesses, the Old 
Lyme Historic District, local schools, and our precious environment and natural resources. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Representative Devin Carney 
Lyme, Old Lyme, Old Saybrook, Westbrook 

www.RepCarney.com 
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PETITION TO: NECFUTURE 
U.S. DOT FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 
ONE BOWLING GREEN, SUITE 429 
NEW YORK, NY 10004 

STOP THE RAILROAD· SAY NO TO ALTERNATIVE ONE 
SUMMARY: 
Stop Alternative One from destroying the quality of life In Old Lyme. The proposed new rail lines will: 

# Destroy homes and businesses 
# Damage and significantly change the Lyme Art Academy College, Lyme Art Association, Florence Griswold Museum 
# Negatively Impact our ~chools, our library and a large segment of our Historic District 
# Forever harm and alter privately owned rea~ estate and rights 
# Destroy wetlands, open space and natural resources 

WE OPPOSE NEe FUTURE STUDY, ALTERNATIVE ONE 



PETITION TO: NEC FUTURE 
U.S. DOT FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 
ONE BOWLING GREEN, SUITE 429 
NEW YORK, NY 10004 

STOP THE RAILROAD - SAY NO TO ALTERNATIVE ONE 

iUMMARY: 
itop Alternative One from destroying the quality of life In Old Lyme. The proposed new rail lines will: 

# Destroy homes and businesses 
# Damage and significantly change the Lyme Art Academy College, Lyme Art Association, Florence Griswold Museum 

. # Negatively impact our schools, our library and a large segment of our Historic District 
# Forever harm and alter privately owned real estate and rights 
# Destroy wetlands, open space and natural resources 

VE OPPOSE NEC FUTURE STUDY, ALTERNATIVE ONE 
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PETITION TO: NECFUTURE 
U.S. DOT FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 

ONE BOWLING GREEN, SUITE 429 

NEW YORK, NY 10004 

STOP THE RAILROAD - SAY NO TO ALTERNATIVE ONE 

iUMMARY:
 

itop Alternative One from destroying the quality of life in Old Lyme. The proposed new rail lines will:
 
# Destroy homes and businesses 
# Damage and significantly change the Lyme Art Academy College, Lyme Art Association, Florence Griswold Museum 
# Negatively impact our schools, our library and a large segment of our Historic District 
# Forever harm and alter privately owned real estate and rights 
# Destroy wetlands, open space and natural resources 

I\IE OPPOSE NEC FUTURE STUDY, ALTERNATIVE ONE 
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PETITION TO: NEC FUTURE 

U.S. DOT FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 
ONE BOWLING GREEN, SUITE 429 

NEW YORK, NY 10004 

STOP THE RAILROAD· SAY NO TO ALTERNATIVE ONE 

SUMMARY: 

Stop Alternative One from destroying the quality of life in Old Lyme. The proposed new rail lines will: 
# Destroy homes and businesses 
# Damage and significantly change the Lyme Art Academy College, Lyme Art Association, Florence Griswold Museum 
# Negatively impact our schools, our library and a large segment of our Historic District 
# Forever harm and alter privately owned real estate and rights 
# Destroy wetlands, open space and natural resources 

WE OPPOSE NEC FUTURE STUDY, ALTERNATIVE ONE 
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PETITION TO: NEC FUTURE 

U.S. DOT FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 

ONE BOWLING GREEN, SUITE 429 

NEW YORK, NY 10004 

STOP THE RAILROAD - SAY NO TO ALTERNATIVE ONE 

SUMMARY: 

Stop Alternative One from destroying the quality of life in Old Lyme. The proposed new rail lines will: 
# Destroy homes and businesses 
# Damage and significantly change the Lyme Art Academy College, Lyme Art Association, Florence Griswold Museum 
# Negatively impact our schools, our library and a large segment of our Historic District 
# Forever harm and alter privately owned real estate and rights 
# Destroy wetlands, open space and natural resources 

WE OPPOSE NEC FUTURE STUDY, ALTERNATIVE ONE 
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PETITION TO: NECFUTURE 
U.S. DOT FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 
ONE BOWUNG GREEN, SUITE 429 
NEW YORK, NY 10004 

STOP THE RAILROAD· SAY NO TO ALTERNA1·IVE ONE 
SUMMARY: 
Stop Alternative One from destroying the quality of life In Old Lyme. The proposed new rail lines will: 

, Destroy homes and businesses 
, Damage and significantly change the Lyme Art Academy Collep, Lyme Art Association, Florence Griswold Museum 
, Negatively Impact our ~chools, our library and a large segment of our Historic District 
, Forever harm and alter privately owned rea~ estate and rights
 
, Destroy wetlands, open space and natural resources
 

WE OPPOSE NEe FUTURE STUDY, ALTERNATIVE ONE 



PETITION TO: NEC FUTURE 

U.S. DOT FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 

ONE BOWLING GREEN, SUITE 429 

NEW YORK, NY 10004 

STOP THE,.RAILROAD - SAY NO TO ALTERNATIVE ONE 

SUMMARY: 

Stop Alternative One from destroying the quality of life in Old Lyme. The proposed new rail lines will: 
# Destroy homes and businesses 
# Damage and significantly change the Lyme Art Academy College, Lyme Art Association, Florence Griswold Museum 
# Negatively impact our schools, our library and a large segment of our Historic District 
# Forever harm and alter privately owned real estate and rights 
# Destroy wetlands, open space and natural resources 

WE OPPOSE NEC,FUTURE STUDY, ALTERNATIVE ONE 

PRINT NAME ADDRESS 



PETITION TO: NEC FUTURE 

U.S. DOT FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 
ONE BOWLING GREEN, SUITE 429 
NEW YORK, NY 10004 

STOP THE RAILROAD - SAY NO TO ALTERNATIVE ONE 

SUMMARY: 

Stop Alternative One from destroying the quality of life in Old Lyme. The proposed new rail lines will: 

# Destroy homes and businesses 

# Damage and significantly change the Lyme Art Academy College, Lyme Art Association, Florence Griswold Museum 
# Negatively impact our schools, our library and a large segment of our Historic District 
# Forever harm and alter privately owned real estate and rights 
# Destroy wetlands, open space and natural resources 

WE OPPOSE NEe FUTURE STUDY, ALTERNATIVE ONE 

PRINT NAME DATE 



PETITION TO: . NEC FUTURE 
U.S. DOT FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 
ONE BOWLING GREEN, SUITE 429 
NEW YORK, NY 10004 

STOP THE RAILROAD - SAY NO TO ALTERNATIVE ONE 

SUMMARY: 
Stop Alternative One from destroying the quality of life in Old Lyme. The proposed new rail lines will: 

# Destroy homes and businesses 
in # Damage and significantly change the Lyme Art Academy College, Lyme Art Association, Florence Griswold Museum 
V' # Negatively impact our ~chools, our library and a large segment of our Historic District 

# Forever harm and alter privately owned real estate and rights 
# Destroy wetlands, open space and natural resources 

WE OPPOSE NEC FUTURE STUDY, ALTERNATIVE ONE
 

PRINT NAME DATE 



PETITION TO: NECFUTURE 
U.S. DOT FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 
ONE BOWLING GREEN, SUITE 429 
NEW YORK, NY 10004 

STOP THE RAILROAD· SAY NO TO ALTERNATIVE ONE 
SUMMARY; 
StQP' Alternative One from destroying the quality of life In Old Lyme. The proposed new rail lines will: 

# Destroy homes and businesses 
# Damage and significantly change the Lyme Art Academy College, Lyme Art Association, Florence Griswold Museum 
# Negatively Impact our ~chools, our library and a large segment of our Historic District 
# Forever harm and alter privately owned reaJestate and rights 
# Destroy wetlands, open space and natural resources 

WE OPPOSE NEe FUTURE STUDY, ALTERNATIVE ONE 



PETITION TO: NECFUTURE 
U.S. DOT FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 
ONE BOWUNG GREEN, SUITE 429 
NEW YORK, NY 10004 

STOP THE RAILROAD· $AYNO TO ALTERNATIVE ONE 
SUMMARY: 
Stop Alternative One from destroying the quality of life In Old Lyme. The proposed new rail lines will: 

# Destroy homes and businesses 
# Damage and significantly change the Lyme Art Academy College, Lyme Art Assodatlon, Florence Griswold Museum 
# Negatively Impact our ~chools, our library and a large segment of our Historic District 
# Forever harm and alter privately owned reaJ estate and rights
 
# Destroy wetlands, open space and natural resources.
 

WE OPPOSE NEC FUTURE STUDY, ALTERNATIVE ONE
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PETITION TO: NEC FUTURE 

U.S. DOT FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 
ONE BOWLING GREEN, SUITE 429 
NEW YORK, NY 10004 

STOP THE RAILROAD - SAY NO TO ALTERNATIVE ONE 

SUMMARY: 

Stop Alternative One from destroying the quality of life In Old Lyme. The proposed new rail lines will: 
# Destroy homes and businesses 
# Damage and significantly change the Lyme Art Academy College, Lyme Art Association, Florence Griswold Museum 
# Negatively Impact our schools, our library and a large segment of our Historic District 
# Forever harm and alter privately owned real estate and rights 
# Destroy wetlands, open space and natural resources 

WE OPPOSE NEC FUTURE STUDY, ALTERNATIVE ONE
 



PETITION TO: NECFUTURE 
U.S. DOT FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 
ONE BOWLING GREEN, SUITE 429 
NEW YORK, NY 10004 

STOP THE RAILROAD - SAY NO TO ALTERNATIVE ONE 

SUMMARY: 
Stop Alternative One from destroying the quality of life in Old Lyme. The proposed new rail lines will: 

# Destroy homes and businesses 
# Damage and significantly change the Lyme Art Academy College. Lyme Art Association. Florence Griswold Museum 
# Negatively impact our schools, our library and a large segment of our Historit District 
# Forever harm and alter privately owned real estate and rights 
# Destroy wetlands, open space and natural resources 

WE OPPOSE NEe FUTURE STUDY, ALTERNATIVE ONE 
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PETITION TO: NECFUTURE 
U.S. DOT FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 
ONE BOWLING GREEN, SUITE 429 
NEW YORK, NY 10004 

STOP THE RAILROAD· SAY NO TO ALTERNATIVE ONE 
SUMMARY: 

Stop Alternative One from destroying the quality of life in Old Lyme. The proposed new rail lines will: 
# Destroy homes and businesses 
# Damage and significantly change the Lyme Art Academy College, Lyme Art Association, Florence Griswold Museum 
# Negatively Impact our ~chools, our library and a large segment of our HistorIc District 
# Forever harm and alter privately owned real estate and rights 
# Destroy wetlands, open space and natural resources 

WE OPPOSE NEe FUTURE STUDY, ALTERNATIVE ONE 



PETITION TO: NECFUTURE 
U.S. DOT FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 
ONE BOWLING GREEN, SUITE 429 
NEW YORK, NY 10004 

STOP THE RAILROAD· $AYNO TO ALTERNATIVE ONE 
SUMMARY: 
Stop Alternative One from destroying the quality of life In Old Lyme. The proposed new rail lines will: 

# Destroy homes and businesses 
# Damage and significantly change the Lyme Art Academy Collele, Lyme Art Association, Florence Griswold Museum 
# Negatively Impact our ~chools, our library and a large segment of our Historic District 
# Forever harm and alter privately owned real estate and rights 
# Destroy wetlands, open space and natural resources 

WE OPPOSE NEe FUTURE STUDY, ALTERNATIVE ONE 
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PETITION TO: NECFUTURE 
U.S. DOT FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 
ONE BOWLING GREEN, SUITE 429 
NEW YORK, NY 10004 

STOP THE RAILROAD - SAY NO TO ALTERNA1'IVE ONE 

SUMMARY: 
Stop Alternative One from destroying the quality of life In Old Lyme. The proposed new rail lines will: 

# Destroy homes and businesses 
# Damage and significantly change the Lyme Art Academy College, Lyme Art Association, Florence Griswold Museum 
# Negatively impact our schools, our library and a large segment of our Historic District 
# Forever harm and alter privately owned real estate and rights
 
# Destroy wetlands, open space and natural resources
 

WE OPPOSE NEC FUTURE STUDY, ALTERNATIVE ONE
 



PETITION TO: NECFUTURE 

U.S. DOT FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 

ONE BOWLING GREEN, SUITE 429 

NEW YORK, NY 10004 

STOP THE RAILROAD· SAY NO TO ALTERNATIVE ONE 

SUMMARY: 
Stop Alternative One from destroying the quality of life in Old Lyme. The proposed new rail lines will: 

# Destroy homes and businesses 
# Damage and significantly change the Lyme Art Academy College, Lyme Art Association, Florence Griswold Museum 

# Negatively impact our schools, our library and a large segment of our Historic District 

# Forever harm and alter privately owned real estate and rights 

# Destroy wetlands, open space and natural resources 

WE OPPOSE NEC FUTURE STUDY, ALTERNATIVE ONE 
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PETITION TO: NECFUTURE 

U.S. DOT FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION
 
ONE BOWLING GREEN, SUITE 429
 
NEW YORK, NY 10004
 

STOP THE RAILROAD· $AYNO TO ALTERNATIVE ONE 
SUMMARY: 

Stop Alternative One from destroying the quality of life In Old Lyme. The proposed new rail lines will: 
# Destroy homes and businesses 

# Damqe and significantly change the Lyme Art Academy College, Lyme Art Association, Florence Griswold Museum 
# Negatively Impact our $Chools, our library and a large segment of our Historic District 
# Forever harm and alter privately owned real estate and rights 
# Destroy wetlands, open space and natural resources 

WE OPPOSE NEC FUTURE STUDY, ALTERNATIVE ONE
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PFrITlONTO: NECFUTURE 

u.s. DOT FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 

ONE BOWLING GREEN, SUI'fE 429 

NEW YORK, NY 10004 

STO~ THE RAILROAD - SAY NO TO ALTERNATIVE ONE 

SUMMARY:
 
Stop Alternative One from destroying the quality of life In Old Lyme. The proposed new rail lines will:
 

# Destroy homes and businesses 
# Damage and significantly change the Lyme Art Academy College, Lyme Art Association, Florence Griswold Museum 
# Nqatively impact our schools, our library and a large segment of our Historic District 
# Forever harm and alter privately owned real estate and rights 
# Destroy wetlands, open space and natural resources 

WE OPPOSE NEe FUTURE STUDY, ALTERNATIVE ONE 



PETITION TO: NEC FUTURE 

U.S. DOT FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 

ONE BOWLING GREEN, SUITE 429 

NEW YORK, NY 10004 

STOP THE RAILROAD - SAY NO TO ALTERNATIVE ONE 

SUMMARY:
 

Stop Alternative One from destroying the quality of life in Old Lyme. The proposed new rail lines will:
 
# Destroy homes and businesses 
# Damage and significantly change the Lyme Art Academy College, Lyme Art Association, Florence Griswold Museum 
# Negatively impact our schools, our library and a large segment of our Historic District 
# Forever harm and alter privately owned real estate and rights 
# Destroy wetlands, open space and natural resources 

WE OPPOSE NEC FUTURE STUDY, ALTERNATIVE ONE 
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PETITION TO: NECFUTURE 
U.S. DOT FEDERALRAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 
ONE BOWLING GREEN, SUITE 429 
NEW YORK, NY 10004 

STOP THE RAILROAD - SAY NO TO ALTERNATIVE ONE 

SUMMARY: 
Stop Alternative One from destroying the quality of life In Old Lyme. The proposed new rail lines will: 

# Destroy homes and businesses 
# Damage and significantly change the Lyme Art Academy College, Lyme Art Association, Florence Griswold Museum 
# Negatively impact our schools, our library and a large segment of our Historic District 
# Forever harm and alter privately owned real estate and rights 
# Destroy wetlands, open space and natural resources 

WE OPPOSE NEe FUTURE STUDY, ALTERNATIVE ONE 

DATE 



PETITION TO: NEC FUTURE 

U.S. DOT FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 

ONE BOWLING GREEN, SUITE 429 

NEW YORK, NY 10004 

STOP THE RAILROAD - SAY NO TO ALTERNATIVE ONE 

SUMMARY: 
Stop Alternative One from destroying the quality of life in Old Lyme. The proposed new rail lines will: 

# Destroy homes and businesses 
# Damage and significantly change the Lyme Art Academy College, Lyme Art Association, Florence Griswold Museum 
# Negatively impact our schools, our library and a large segment of our Historic District 
# Forever harm and alter privately owned real estate and rights 
# Destroy wetlands, open space and natural resources 

WE OPPOSE NEC FUTURE STUDY, ALTERNATIVE ONE 

PRINT NAME DATE 



PETITION TO: NECFUTURE 

U.S. DOT FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 

ONE BOWLING GREEN, SUITE 429 

NEW YORK, NY 10004 

STOP THE RAILROAD - SAY NO TO ALTERNATIVE ONE 

SUMMARY: 
Stop Alternative One from destroying the quality of life in Old Lyme. The proposed new rail lines will: 

# Destroy homes and businesses 
# Damage and significantly change the Lyme Art Academy College, Lyme Art Association, Florence Griswold Museum 
# Negatively impact our schools, our library and a large segment of our Historic District 
# Forever harm and alter privately owned real estate and rights 

# Destroy wetlands, open space and natural resources 

WE OPPOSE NEC FUTURE STUDY, ALTERNATIVE ONE 
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PETITION TO: NECFUTURE 

U.S. DOT FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 

ONE BOWLING GREEN, SUITE 429 
NEW YORK, NY 10004 

STOP THE RAILROAD - SAY NO TO ALTERNATIVE ONE 

SUMMARY:
 

Stop Alternative One from destroying the quality of life in Old Lyme. The proposed new rail lines will:
 
# Destroy homes and businesses 

# Damage and significantly change the Lyme Art Academy College, Lyme Art Association, Florence Griswold Museum 
# Negatively impact our schools, our library and a large segment of our Historic District 
# Forever harm and alter privately owned real estate and rights 
# Destroy wetlands, open space and natural resources 

WE OPPOSE NEC FUTURE STUDY, ALTERNATIVE ONE 



PETITION TO: I\lEe FUTURE 

U.S. DOT FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 

ONE BOWLING GREEN, SUITE 429 

NEW YORK, NY 10004 

STOP THE RAILROAD - SAY NO TO ALTERNATIVE ONE 

SUMMARY: 
Stop Alternative One from destroying the quality of life in Old Lyme. The proposed new rail lines will: 

# Destroy homes and businesses 
# Damage and significantly change the Lyme Art Academy College, Lyme Art Association, Florence Griswold Museum 
# Negatively impact our schools, our library and a large segment of our Historic District 
# Forever harm and alter privately owned real estate and rights 
# Destroy wetlands, open space and natural resources 

WE OPPOSE NEC FUTURE STUDY, ALTERNATIVE ONE 
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PETITION TO: NEC FUTURE 

U.S. DOT FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION
 

ONE BOWLING GREEN, SUITE 429
 

NEW YORK, NY 10004
 

STOP THE RAII.ROAD - SAY NO TO ALTERNATIVE ONE 

SUMMARY:, 
Stop Alternative One from destroying the quality of life in Old Lyme. The proposed new rail lines will: 

# Destroy homes and businesses 
# Damage and significantly change tile .Lyme Art Academy College, Lyme Art Association, Florence Griswold Museum 
# Negatively impact our schools, our library and a large segment of our Historic District 
# Forever harm and alter privately owned real estate and rights 
# Destroy wetlands, open space and natural resources 

WE OPPOSE NEC FUTURE STUDY, ALTERNATIVE ONE 
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U.S. DOT FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 

PETITION TO: NEC FUTURE 

ONE BOWLING GREEN, SUITE 429 

NEW YORK, NY 10004 

STOP THE RAILROAD - SAY NO TO ALTERNATIVE ONE 

SUMMARY: 

Stop Alternative One from destroying the quality of life In Old Lyme. The proposed new rail lines will: 
# Destroy homes and businesses 

# Damage and significantly change the Lyme Art Academy College, Lyme Art Association, Florence Griswold Museum 
# Negatively impact our schools, our library and a large segment of our Historic District 
# Forever harm and alter privately owned real estate and rights 
# Destroy wetlands, open space and natural resources 

WE OPPOSE NEC FUTURE STUDY, ALTERNATIVE ONE 
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PETITION TO: NECFUTURE 

U.S. DOT FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION
 
ONE BOWLING GREEN, SUITE 429
 

NEW YORK, NY 10004
 

STOP THE RAII.ROAD - SAY NO TO ALTERNATIVE ONE 

SUMMARY: 
Stop Alternative One from destroying the quality of life in Old Lyme. The proposed new rail lines will: 

# Destroy homes and businesses 
# Damage and significantly change the Lyme Art Academy College, Lyme Art Association, Florence Griswold Museum 
# Negatively impact our schools, our library and a large segment of our Historic District 

# Forever harm and alter privately owned real estate and rights 

# Destroy wetlands, open space and natural resources 

WE OPPOSE NEC FUTURE STUDY, ALTERNATIVE ONE 
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PETITION TO: NEC FUTURE 

U.S. DOT FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 

ONE BOWLING GREEN, SUITE 429 

NEW YORK, NY 10004 

STOP THE RAILROAD - SAY NO TO ALTERNATIVE ONE 

SUMMARY: 
Stop Alternative One from destroying the quality of life in Old Lyme. The proposed new rail lines will: 

# Destroy homes and businesses 
# Damage and significantly change the Lyme Art Academy College, Lyme Art Association, Florence Griswold Museum 
# Negatively impact our schools, our library and a large segment of our Historic District 
# Forever harm and alter privately owned real estate and rights 
# Destroy wetlands, open space and natural resources 

WE OPPOSE NEC FUTURE STUDY, ALTERNATIVE ONE 
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PETITION TO: NECFUTURE 
U.S. DOT FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 
ONE BOWLING GREEN, SUITE 429 
NEW YORK, NY 10004 

STOP THE RAILROAD - SAY NO TO ALTERNATIVE ONE 

SUMMARY: 
Stop Alternative One from destroying the quality of life In Old Lyme. The proposed new rail lines will: 

# Destroy homes and businesses 
# Damage and significantly change the Lyme Art Academy College, Lyme Art Association, Florence Griswold Museum 
# Negatively impact our schools, our library and a large segment of our Historic District 
# Forever harm and alter privately owned real estate and rights
 
# Destroy we~ands, open space and natural resources
 

WE OPPOSE NEC FUTURE STUDY, ALTERNATIVE ONE 
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Connecticut
 
Orn ithological
 
Association
 

314 Unquowa Road, Fairfield, CT 06824 

January 26, 2016 

NEC Future 
US DOT Federal Railroad Administration 
One Bowling Green, Suite 429 
New York, NY 10004 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

We have reviewed the Tier 1 draft EIS for the proposed Northeast 
Corridor Future Plan. It is difficult to form an opinion on the plan with 
an EIS so lacking in detail. The following areas of concern to us in 
Connecticut appear to be as follows: 

Alternative 1: The proposed route passes through Quinnipiac River 
Marsh Wildlife Area (Map 17) and Ragged Rock Creek Marsh (Map 32). 

Alternative 2: The proposed route passes through the Centennial 
Watershed State Forest and Killingly Pond State Park (Map 14). 

Alternatives 2 & 3: The contiguous proposed route passes through the 
Quinnipiac River Marsh Wildlife Area (Map (17), Bolton Notch State Park 
Scenic Reserve, Nathan Hale State Forest, Mansfield Hollow Wildlife Area, 
Natchaug State Forest, James Goodwin State Forest and Killingly Pond 
State Park (Map 29). 

Alternative 3: The proposed route also passes through Paugussett State 
Forest and Waldo State Park Scenic Reserve (Map 24) and bisects the 
tombolo between Charles Island and Silver Sands State Park (Map16) 

There is no indication of any but State and Federal lands that will be 
impacted by this project. It is impossible to address this issue unless the 
maps delineate other threatened lands such as those owned by NGOs 
like the numerous Audubon Societies and the Nature Conservancy; plus 
there is no mention of Municipal lands, lands under easement, land 
trusts or private holdings. 



Some of this is tunnel, some is elevated and some at ground level. The 
tunneling is extraordinarily lengthy in some areas. Because the details 
of this proposal are not evident on the map detail (such as it is) it is 
difficult to determine :which portions would potentially disrupt areas set 
aside for wildlife, safe drinking water, recreational areas and scenic 
vistas. The plans also lack detail on the mechanisms that might be 
employed to deal with the tremendous amount of debris that would be 
generated by all that tunneling. There is no information regarding filling 
of wetlands or dredging. 

There is no information on mitigation actions proposed to alleviate all the 
environmental damage that would be caused by this project. Many of the 
lands affected are home to endangered and threatened birds including 
the Black Rail and Saltmarsh Sparrow. We hope that such mitigation 
efforts will become an integral part of this proposal. 

Even without the necessary detail to adequately assess these plans, we 
can state that we object to any further fragmentation of the few 
remaining large unbroken areas of forest which are so necessary for 
wildlife. Birds especially are impacted by forest edges, which open their 
nesting areas to predators. 

Furthermore, it appears that several rivers, wetland areas, marshlands 
and reservoirs will also be affected. There is no detail as to how these 
proposed changes will be carried out without having a deleterious effect 
on wildlife. In fact, the report states that "No field investigations 
occurred as a part of this analysis," (S.7.3) a statement we find 
surprising. 

While we applaud the benefits to the environment of increasing travel by 
rail, we cannot endorse any plan so lacking in crucial detail. 

Thank you for this opportunity to comment. 

Very truly yours: 

", I;' ~ Ch/ .~;1t ti~,/ 
Kathleen M. Van Der Aue, President 
Connecticut Ornithological Association 



~tate of <!ConnectIcut 
SENATOR PAUL FORMICA SENATE SENATE MINORITY WHIP 

TWENTIETH SENATE DISTRICT 

LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUILDING 
300 CAPITOL AVENUE, SUITE 3400 

RANKING MEMBER 
ENERGY & TECHNOLOGY COMMlnEE 

HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106-1591 
CAPITOL: (800) 842-1421 MEMBER 

E-MAIL: PauI.Formica@cga.ct.gov APPROPRIATIONS COMMlnEE 
WEBSITE: www.SenatorFormica.com PUBLIC SAFETY COMMlnEE 

January 27,2016 

NECFUTURE 
U.S. DOT Federal Railroad Administration 
One Bowling Green, Suite 429 
New York, NY 10004 

To Whom It May Concern: 

As State Senator for the 20th District which includes Old Lyme, an area where the Northeast 
Corridor Future Tier 1 Draft Environmental Impact Statement affects. I strongly object to the 
proposal within "Alternative 1" wherein the tracks would be moved and would cut through the 
Town of Old Lyme. This proposal would have negative social and environmental impacts on the 
town, which I feel have not been properly taken into consideration. . 

There are severely worrisome 'eminent domain' implications regarding this proposal that would 
destroy Old Lyme's infrastructure, community, and overall way of life. "Alternative 1" would 
negatively affect homeowners, the Old Lyme Historic District (including many shops, historic art 
galleries, the Florence Griswold Museum, and the Lyme Academy of Fine Arts), businesses, and 
the character within this quiet, beautiful community. Not to mention, the environmental impacts 
including additional pollution and the demolition of wetlands, open space and our natural 
resources. 

I ask, before this process moves any further, that this proposal be removed from any current and 
future studies. In addition, I do not believe I, or my constituents, were given enough notice or 
time to digest this plan and the potentially drastic effects it could have on Old Lyme or the 
region. Therefore, I respectfully request, should this proposal not be removed, that there be a 
public hearing in Old Lyme, CT before the comment period ends on February 15th

• The people of 
Old Lyme and the region deserve to have their voices heard on a proposal that would drastically 
alter their lives. 

Thank you. 

BOZRAH, EAST LYME, MONTVILLE, NEW LONDON, OLD LYME, OLD SAYBROOK, SALEM, WATERFORD 



Sincerely, 

Paul M. Formica 
State Senator 
District 20 

cc: Congressman Joe Courtney 
cc: Senator Chris Murphy 
cc: Senator Richard Blumenthal 
cc: State Representative Devin Carney 
cc: First Selectwoman Bonnie Reemsnyder 
cc: Commissioner James Redeker, Connecticut Department of Transportation 
















































































































































