




















































CONNECTICUT AIRPORT AUTHORITY 

February 11, 2016 

Ms. Sarah Feinberg 
Federal Railroad Administration 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

NEC FUTURE 
U.S. DOT Federal Railroad Administration 
One Bowring Green, Suite 429 
New York, NY 10004 

Administrator Feinberg: 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Federal Railroad Administration's (FRA) NEC 
Future Tier 1 Draft Environmental Impact Statement (Tier 1 Draft EIS). The NEC Future program 
is a vital project to the Connecticut Airport Authority (CAA) and Bradley International Airport. The 
prospect of a strong intermodal transportation system holds great promises for the state and 
region's commuters and travelers. The Northeast Corridor has been neglected for far too long, 
and the CAA applauds the FRA's efforts to examine modernization and improvement initiatives. 

Unfortunately, the CAA is unable to endorse any of the provided alternatives at this time. In the 
spirit of enhancing Connecticut's intermodal transportation system, the CAA asserts that any final 
enhancements must address the inland route serving New Haven - Hartford - Springfield. Rail 
connectivity to Bradley International Airport, New England's second largest airport, must be 
emphasized in the plan, and the CAA was disappointed to find a relative lack of attention to the 
inland route and Bradley Airport in the current alternatives presented. We look forward to the FRA 
studying both of these issues in order to maximize safety and reduce capacity constraints for 
commuters and travelers in Connecticut and beyond. 

Thank you for your consideration of these comments. Please feel free to contact me at 860-292­
2054 if you would like to discuss this matter further. 

Sincerely, 

Kevin A Dillon, AAE. 
Executive Director 
Connecticut Airport Authority 

Bradley International Airport
 
Terminal A, 3rd Floor, Administrative Offices
 

Windsor Locks, CT 06096
 













































































119 Lower Beech Street, Suite 100 900 Public Safety Boulevard 
Wilmington, DE 19805-4440Dover, DE 19901-4503 "AR~I
I.J'Jf ~ ill ~ (302) 577-3278(302) 739-3278 

Delaware Transit Corporation 

February 12,2016 

Rebecca Reyes-Alicea 
Northeast Corridor Joint Program Advisor 
u.s. Department of Transportation 
Federal Railroad Administration 
One Bowling Green - Suite 429 
New York, NY 10004 

Re: Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Northeast Corridor 

Dear Ms. Reyes-Alicea: 

The Delaware Transit Corporation (DTC) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the 
Federal Railroad Administration's NEC Future Tier 1 Draft Environmental Impact Statement (ElS). 
Delaware is fully committed to the process of comprehensive planning for regional renewal and 
development of the Northeast Rail Corridor. The draft EIS provides policy-makers with a thorough 
analysis and options for investment to sustain and expand rail services in the Northeast Corridor 
during the 21 st Century. 

Having no regularly scheduled airline service in the state, Delaware heavily depends on the 
Amtrak and SEPTA services at the Wilmington Biden Station. The Wilmington station is the 11th 
busiest stop in Amtrak's national system, and the rail services are an essential component of the 
state's economic growth. 

In 1989, DelDOT reinstated commuter rail services to Wilmington after a 7-year absence. 
Regional rail services are provided under contract with the Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation 
Authority (SEPTA). Initially, the SEPTA served only Claymont and Wilmington; Newark and 
Churchman's Crossing were later added. During the early years, the service transported under 
250,000 annual trips. In 2015, SEPTA transported 1,259,103 Delaware trips. The SEPTA service 
leads DTC transit services in cost recovery, and serves as focal point for transit oriented 
development. 

The draft EIS mentions the DelDOT contracted SEPTA service in Chapter 5, but fails to list 
the service in Table 5-10, "Annual Passenger by Regional Rail Service Provider (2006 and 2012)". 
Delaware's ridership is reported as part of SEPTA's data. Although the draft ElS reflects 
considerable research and analysis, the success of Delaware's service may have been overlooked. It 
is important to note that while SEPTA will continue to be Delaware's provider for regional rail, other 
providers may assume responsibilities at some point in the future. 

DelDOT is currently investing heavily in its 22-mile commuter rail system in New Castle 
County. A rail choke that is listed in the draft EIS is currently in the construction phase. The $51 
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million Third Track is anticipated to be completed in 2018. The improvement will increase speeds 
for inter-city services, and permit expansion of commuter trains. 

The Newark Regional Transportation Center will expand services, and relieve rail traffic 
congestion in the state's second largest city. The new facility is adjacent the developing 422-acre 
Science, Technology and Research campus affiliated with the University of Delaware. This $40 
million project will be completed in late 2018. The Claymont Regional Transportation Center is in 
the design phase, and is planned to be on line by 2020. There are also active plans for a Newport 
train station in the future. These investments reflect Delaware's commitment to expand capacity, 
increase customer convenience and enable system growth on its contracted regional rail system, and 
should be acknowledged in the EIS. 

While DTC does not have specific views of No Action Alternatives and Options 1-3 
presented in the EIS, it will be important for subsequent EIS investigations and in the Service 
Development Plan, to develop a collaborative financial plan. Delaware, like most NEC states, does 
not have long-range funding available to participate in construction of large system projects. The 
NEC will require substantive federal participation, as well as new sources of revenue, to support the 
options presented in the EIS. As the EIS notes, no development plans can begin to be implemented 
until the State of Good Repair is accomplished. Further deferring of critical infrastructure renewal 
threatens to curtail present levels of service, and such an outcome is unacceptable. 

Finally, additional consideration should be given to Options 2 and 3 of the EIS that suggests 
a planned alignment of new tracks south of the Wilmington Biden Station. We take exception to this 
plan, and believe that a thorough review of the historic Wilmington station should be undertaken, as 
well as possible design of new approaches to the station before planning a new alignment. It is 
assumed that the suggested alignment would be on or near the Norfolk Southern Shellpot Branch. 
These tracks cross environmentally sensitive areas. We recommend further investigation of this 
alignment prior to adopting these options. 

I look forward to continuing to work with the NEC Future team as the plan moves forward. 

-
L~6yola _ 
Deputy Chief Performance Officer 

LAL:ml 
cc:	 John T. Sisson, CEO 

Luther Wynder, CPO 



























































































DELAWARE COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

COURT HOUS8GOVERNMENT CENTER 
201 W. Front St. Media, PA 19063 

Office Location: Toal Building, 2nd & Orange 8ts., Media, PA 19063COUNCIL 
Phone: (610) 891-5200 FAX: (610) 891-5203 

MARIO J. CIVERA, JR. E-mail: planning_department@co.delaware.paus LINDA F. IDLLCHAIRMAN 
DIRECTOR 

COLLEEN P. MORRONE 
VICECHAIRMAN 

JOHN P. McBLAIN	 January 20, 2016 
DAVID J. WHITE
 

MICHAEL F. CULP
 

NECFUTURE 
U.S. Department of Transportation
 
Federal Railroad Administration
 
One Bowling Green, Suite 429
 

New York City, New York 10004
 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

I am writing to comment on the Federal Railroad Administration's Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) for the Northeast Corridor (NEC) Future project. 

As it relates to Delaware County, Pennsylvania, the DEIS proposes the following: 

•	 Alternative 2 serving Philadelphia International Airport, bisecting John Heinz National Wildlife 
Refuge. The majority of the Airport and the Refuge are in Delaware County. 

•	 Alternative 3 serving Philadelphia International Airport (without affecting Heinz Refuge) and 
Jefferson Station supplementing service to 30th Street Station 

•	 A new regional rail station at Baldwin, Delaware County with highway access to the NEC. 

Delaware County supports the proposed direct service to Philadelphia International 
Airport from the south, especially if it allows regional rail service to use the new lines. 
SEPTA regional rail stations in Delaware County and Delaware State on the NEC do not have direct 
Airport service. Riders from the south must take trains on the Wilmington/Newark line to University 
City station in Philadelphia and transfer to an Airport train to come back out to the Airport. 

The County requests that FRA and Amtrak designate Chester, Pennsylvania as a Hub 
station providing inter-city service. Chester is a city of 34,000 people with excellent highway 
access and regional rail and bus service. It has major institutions and businesses such as Widener 
University, Crozer Chester Medical 
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Center, Harrah's Casino and Racetrack, the Wharf at Rivertown (Class A office space in a former power 
plant), Talen Energy Stadium (home ofMajor League Soccer's Union team), and Kimberly Clark paper 
mill. The City was served by Amtrak's Chesapeake train from 1978 to 1983 and has desired Amtrak 
service since then for Chester residents, institutions, and businesses. 

Reestablishing Amtrak service would align with the City's Comprehensive Plan - Vision 2020 by 
moving the City forward by assisting with economic development and contributing to alternative 
transportation options. Chester currently is undertaking a project to enhance the pedestrian experience 
and vehicular connections to the Chester Transportation Center (CTC), the train station in the business 
district. In Delaware County 2035, the Land Use Policy Framework Plan, Chester is classified as an 
Urbanized Center. A Chester Hub station would be consistent with the land use policy "Support urban 
revitalization 
initiatives that improve transit connections and encourage transit-oriented development." 

Providing Amtrak service to Chester at the CTC is consistent with the DEIS goal (on page 3-16) to 
complement local efforts to promote transit-oriented development. Service to Chester is consistent with 
the Northeast Corridor Commission's goal (see page 1-6 of DEIS) to enhance the integration between 
transportation investments and local development in corridor communities. Recent studies, including 
Econsult Solutions' The Chester Transportation Center & Economic Development - Action Plan and 
the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission's Chester City Amtrak Service, were done to 
revitalize the Chester business district by utilizing the value of the CTC supplemented with Amtrak 
service. The CTC is served by seven SEPTA bus routes and other shuttles and taxis. 

The County supports the proposal for a Baldwin regional rail station. This station could have 
direct access to and from 1-95 and, with a large parking facility, provide a means for automobile 
commuters into downtown Philadelphia to park here and take a SEPTA regional rail train into 
Philadelphia. A station and parking lot here will assist with 1-95 construction mitigation in South 
Philadelphia when that construction occurs. There currently are no stations adjacent to the NEC and 1­
95 in Delaware County with large park and ride lots to serve this function. 

Ifyou have any questions, please contact Thomas P. Shaffer, Manager of Transportation Planning. He 
can be reached at (610) 891-5217 or shaffert@co.delaware.pa.us. 

M~
 
Linda F. Hill 
Director 

cc:	 Latifah Griffin, Planning Director, City of Chester 
Byron Comati, Director, Strategic Planning and Analysis, SEPTA 

mailto:shaffert@co.delaware.pa.us
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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
 

OFFICE OF PERMIT COORDINATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
 

P.O. Box 420 Mail Code 401-07J Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0420
 
Phone Number (609) 292-3600
 

FAX NUMBER (609) 292-1921
 

CHRIS CHRISTIE 
Governor 

BOB MARTIN 

Commissioner 

KIM GUADAGNO 

Lt. Governor 
January 20, 2016 

Ms. Rebecca Reyes-Alicia, Program Manager 
U.S. Department ofTransportation 
Federal Railroad Administration 
One Bowling Green. Suite 429 
New York, NY 10004 

RE: Federal Railroad Administration - Northeast Corridor (NEC) 
Future Rail Line Improvement Project Including 
Trenton, Mercer County to Newark, Essex County 
Comments on the FRANEPA Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement 

Dear Ms. Reyes-Alicia: 

The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection's (Department) Office of Permit Coordination 
and Environmental Review (PCER) distributed, for review and comment, the Fed~ral Railroad Administration 
(FRA) National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) required Tier 1 Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for 
proposed improvements to the rail lines of the Northeast Corridor through New Jersey between Philadelphia and 
New York City. The Department offers the following comments for your consideration: 

Natural Resources-

In order for the NJ Division ofFish & Wildlife (DFW) to fully assess any potential impacts to plants, fish, and 
wildlife, please forward the GIS shape files for the any potential impact areas in New Jersey. The Department is 
concerned that any Green Acres encumbered land may not be fully represented in the Draft EIS and that some State 
owned lands may be impacted. A pre-application meeting at the NJDEP to discuss these issues would be helpful in 
resolving these questions. If you have any additional questions, please do not hesitate to call Robin Madden. 
Assistant Commissioner's Office, Natural & Historic Resources at Robin.Madden@dep.nj.gov or (609) 292-5990. 

Historic and Cultural Resources: 

The State Historic Preservation Office (HPO) is required to review any project affects to historic and archaeological 
resources as this project is subject to a NEPA regulatory review which considers effects to cultural resources. The 
Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) shall continue its' consult with the Historic Preservation Office and any 
other consulting parties pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, and it's implementing 
regulations, to identify ifthe proposed NEC Future project area contains any historic properties, and ifso, provide 
an assessment of effects. The HPO looks forward to, additional consultation with the· FRA pursuant to Section 106 
to better understand the project, alternatives, and NEC Future location(s) to provide informed comment to both the . 
FRA and the Department as well as to develop a Programmatic Agreement. 

NJ HPO's cultural resources GIS data is available via NJ Geoweb or direct download at NJ DEP's Statewide Digital 
Data Downloads. Please also provide GIS shape files to Patty Chrisman (609-984-0850), NJ Transit Historic 
Preservation Specialist, Historic Preservation Office at the NJ Department ofEnvironmental Protection, Mail Code 
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50l-04B, P.O. Box 420, Trenton, NJ 08625-0420 or via email at Pattv.Chrisman@dep.nj.gov . If you have any 
additional comments, please also contact Vincent Maresca at (609) 633-2395 or vincent.maresca@dep.nLgov 

Thank you again for providing the HPO with the opportunity for review and comment on the potential for this 
proposed NEC Future undertaking to affect historic and archaeological properties. Please reference the HPO project 
number assigned to this project (HPO-A2016-200; Log#16-0581-1 & 2), in any future calls, emails, submissions, or 
written correspondence to help expedite your review and response. 

Land Use: 

We have reviewed the "Tier 1 Draft EIS", dated November 2015, prepared for the NEC Rail Improvement 
Program. The EIS addresses the entire NEC Rail Improvement project from Boston to Washington D.C. 

It is reasonable to expect that in NJ, the project will require an Individual Freshwater Wetlands Permit (N.J.S.A. 
13:9B), a Flood Hazard Area Permit (N.J.S.A. 58:16A) and a Waterfront Development Permit (N.J.S.A 12:5-3). 

Three alternative alignments were considered for the overall project. The EIS did not discuss the alternative 
alignments in NJ in the regulatory context of avoiding wetland or State open water impacts. The regulatory standard 
for Freshwater Wetland Individual Permits requires a rebuttal of the presumption that an activity has an alternative 
that does not involve disturbances to freshwater wetlands or State open waters. Any discharge of fill material into 
more than 5 acres ofwetlands would be considered a ''major discharge", which is an activity that the Department 
must transmit to the USEPA for review in accordance with the Department's 1993 MOA with the USEPA regarding 
assumption of the Federal 404 program. 

Mitigation is required pursuant to N.J.A.C. 7:7A-15 in order to compensate for disturbances to wetlands or State 
open waters authorized by an Individual Freshwater Wetlands Permit. 

The project will be required to demonstrate compliance with the regulatory standards for a Flood Hazard Area 
Permit (N.J.A.C. 7: 13) and a Waterfront Development Permit (N.J.A.C. 7:7). Riparian zone mitigation may be 
required pursuant to N.J.A.C. 7: 13 for riparian zone impacts. 

If you have any additional questions, please contact Christopher Jones, in the Bureau of Urban Regulation, Division 
ofLand Use Regulation at 609-633-6757. 

Site Remediation 

The NEPA Tier I Draft EIS for the proposed Federal Railroad Administration's (FRA) Northeast Corridor (NEC) is 
broad and programmatic in nature, the information required by decision-makers includes "big picture" constraints 
and opportunities. The Site Remediation Program does not have any specific comments on this draft Document at 
this time. For future assessments, the FRA should be aware-ofNew Jersey's LSRP 
program http://www.nLgov/dep/sm/ and specifically the Site Remediation Program Guidance for Linear 
Construction Projects http://www.nj.gov/dep/srp/guidance/srra/lc guidance.pdf. If you have any additional 
questions, please contact Stephen E. Maybury, Chief: Bureau of Case Management at 609-633-1455. 

Stormwater Management 

We have reviewed the hydrologic/Water Resources section of the attached Draft EIS for the Northeast Corridor 
Improvement Project. Based on the information provided the only permits that would be required for this project 
would be for construction related dewater and I have attached a guidance document detailing information on the 
types ofpermits issued by the Bureau. Based on the length ofthe proposed project and the fact that it will cross 
various counties and municipalities the applicant would be required to submit an application of s0Ine sort for each 
municipality unless group ofmunicipalities if the dewatering will occur within aD. area up to three riilles oil a side. 
Ifyou have any additional questions, please contact Ken Komar at (609) 633-7021. 
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Air Mobile Sources 

The Bureau of Mobile Sources has reviewed this project and finds no long term diesel impacts due to the exte,nsive
 
ifnot exclusive use of electrified systems on the NEC within New Jersey. During the construction phase, however,
 
there are likely to be. short term diesel impacts due to the use of diesel powered equipment, especially if one of the
 
more ambitions alternatives is chosen. While there is some mention of standard mitigation procedures during
 
construction in the plan, please refer to the following recommendations:
 

Diesel exhaust contributes the highest cancer risk of all air toxics in New Jersey and is a major source of NOx within the 
state. Therefore, NJ DEP recommends that construction projects involving non-road diesel construction equipment operating 
in a small geographic area over an extended period of time implement the following measures to minimize the impact of 
diesel exhaust: 

1.	 All on-road vehicles and non-road construction equipment operating at, or visiting, the construction site shall comply with 
the three minute idling limit, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 7:27-14 and N.J.A.C. 7:27-15. Consider purchasing "No Idling" signs to 
post at the site to remind contractors to comply with the idling limits. Signs are available for purchase from the Bureau of 
Mobile Sources at 609/292-7953 or http://www.stopthesoot.orglsts-no-idle-sign.htrn. 

2.	 All non-road diesel construction equipment greater than 100 horsepower used on the project for more than ten days should 
have engines that meet the USEPA Tier 4 non-road emission standards, or the best available emission control technology 
that is technologically feasible for that application and is verified by the USEPA or the CARB as a diesel emission control 
strategy for reducing particulate matter and/or NOx emissions. 

3.	 All on-road diesel vehicles used to haul materials or traveling to and from the construction site should use designated truck 
routes that are designed to minimize impacts on residential areas and sensitive receptors such as hospitals, schools, daycare 
facilities, senior citizen housing, and convalescent facilities 

Ifyou have any questions, please contact Jeff Cantor at (609) 292-2232. 

Thank you for giving the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection the opportunity to comment on the 
Natural Resources Review for the proposed project. Please contact me at the above number ifyou require additional
 
information.
 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Ruth W. Foster, PhD., P.G., Acting Director 
Permit Coorciination and Environmental Review 

Enclosure 

c. John Gray, NJDEP-Deputy Chief of Staff
 
Ken Komar, NJDEP-Stormwater
 
Patty Chrisman, NJDEP- NHRG SHPO
 
Robin Madden, NJDEP-NHRG
 
Judeth Yeany, NJDEP-Green Acres
 
Christopher Jones, NJDEP-Land Use
 
Kelly Davis, NJDEP NHRG F+W
 
Jeff Cantor, NJDEP-Air Mobile Sources
 
Angela Skowronek, NJDEP-Air Planning and Conformity
 
Steve Maybury, NJDEP-SRP
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Revised 8/2015 

Bureau of Water Allocation & Well Permitting 
Construction Related Dewatering Guidance 

Various permits and approvals may be required for construction related dewatering activities from the 
Well Permitting and Water Allocation Permitting sections in the Bureau of Water Allocation and Well 
Permitting. Permits required are site and project specific. 

Well Permitting 

An approved Well Permit is required for dewatering wells or dewatering well points which are 25 
feet or more in total depth or are 6 inches or more in borehole diameter. All drilling activity shall 
be performed and completed by a New Jersey licensed well driller of the proper class. N.JAC. 
7:9D -1.11(g) 5. 

Water Allocation 

If construction related water use (including trench dewatering) is required at rates exceeding 70 gallons 
per minute or greater pumping capacity from a single source or combination of sources in the same 
municipality then that activity would be regulated. Potential regulatory mechanisms include: 

Diversion of more than 100,000 gallons of water per day (~ 70 gpm) for less than 31 days in a 
consecutive 365 day period- Short Term Water Use Permit-by-Rule (BWA-003) /Short Term 
Water Use Report (BWA-004), N.J.A.C. 7:19 - 2.17(a). 

Diversion of more than 100,000 gallons of water per day (~ 70 gpm) from a confined 
area/space (coffer dam) - Dewatering Permit-by-Rule (BWA-005), N.JAC. 7:19 - 2.17(b). 

Diversion of more than 100,000 gallons of water per day (~ 70 gpm) for more than 30 days in a 
consecutive 365 day period - Temporary Dewatering Permit (BWA-002), N.JAC. 7:19 - 2.3. 

Diversion of less than or equal to 100,000 gallons of water per day at pumping rates of more than 
70 gpm or larger - Water Use Registration (DWR-188), N.J.A.C. 7: 19 - 2.18. 

In addition ­

Horizontal directional drilling - as this is part of the pipeline construction it would be included within the 
scope of the applicable regulatory mechanism for the project. 

Pipeline pressure testing - water used for pressure testing pipeline segments has historically been done 
under a Short Term Water Use Permit-by-Rule (BWA-003)/Short Term Water Use Report (BWA-004), 
N.JAC.7:19-2.17(a). 

Applicability - If the project is located in close proximity to a salt water body (ocean, bay, coastal river, 
salt water marsh) the native ground water and water in the adjacent water body should be checked for: 
chlorides and salinity. Water Allocation Permitting does not apply to diversions of salt water except where 
the Department determines that the diversion and the resultant usage may affect utilization of fresh water 
in accordance with N.JAC. 7:19 -1.4(a)2. Salt water is defined as water containing a chloride 
concentration in excess of 10,000 mg/L. N.JAC. 7:19-1.3 

For additional information see - www.nj.gov/dep/watersupply 

or contact - Bureau of Water Allocation and Well Permitting 
Mail Code 401-04Q 
P.O. Box 420 

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0420 
(609)984-6831 
































































































































































