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                                  P R O C E E D I N G S 
             ON THE RECORD AT 6:07 P.M. 
             Whereupon, 
                              Glenn F. Johnston 
             INTERVIEWED as follows:  
             COURT REPORTER:          
             This is Judy Grill, the Court Reporter, and today is 
             January 20, 2016. It's Wednesday. The first private 
             hearing for the NEC Conference is happening right now. I 
             am introducing Mr. Glenn J. Johnston, who is an Amtrak 
             employee of twenty-three years. He is offering his 
             individual opinion today. He represents Machinists, A 
             Delaware Improvement Group and let's go ahead with Glenn. 
             You are on the record, go right ahead. You may begin. 
            PRIVATE HEARING SPEAKER, GLENN F. JOHNSTON: 
            Sure. My name is Glenn F. Johnston, Machinist  
            with twenty-three years at Amtrak. 
            I am also a representative of the Machinist Union,     
            Local Lodge 1284.I represent the Machinists that work in 
            the Wilmington Shops.                              
      I'm also part of a Labor/Management called Delaware       
      Improvement Group, where we at Amtrak are trying to bring     
      in work into, the Delaware Shops not just the Wilmington shops 
      but also the Bear shops as well. I am here tonight to 
      show my support for the NEC future, some things I like 
      about it, the preliminary Tier One Environmental 
      Impact Study. Some things I feel need to be addressed, 
      however, or changed entirely. First let me start 
      by saying, me being a railroader and a rail enthusiast. I strongly 
      believe in not just the Northeast Corridor, but the 
      entire rail system as a whole. But being brought up 
      here, I was raised in Brooklyn, NY. I learned to appreciate Public 
      Transportation. However, and I'll go into some of my 
      opinions. First off, before we can transform, we need to 
     maintain what we have. Currently, our Catenary system is antiquated, 
      very antiquated, unlike Europe, where they have 
      constant tension system, even for trolley systems, 
      they use a constant tension system Catenary System. 
      We need to implement that here in order to achieve 
      the higher speeds that we are discussing. Also along 
      with realigning some of the right of way, I can 
           agree with, some of it, I cannot. Because of the 
           fact that it runs through suburban and urban areas. 
           It does not make much sense to an economic 
           standpoint. Me being a resident of Delaware, working 
           in Wilmington, having a realignment that takes the 
           main line further south out of the city, makes no 
           sense. Also for the fact that you are running 
           through what becomes now a flood prone area. But 



           along those lines I agree there needs to be 
           expansion, not just within the Northeast Corridor 
           itself, where we are under wire, 
           but also outside of the Northeast. More so in areas 
           where there is market growth. Such as Virginia, 
           Upstate New York, New England and even try to get 
           some of the market in the State of Pennsylvania. For 
           this reason, I suggest that although a lot of these 
           major undertakings will take a huge amount of 
           funding, currently right now we can start with, 
           other than maintaining our track and Catenary 
           infrastructure, we can invest in new trains 
           currently. That would be one of the easier ways of 
           improving service in the Northeast Corridor. In the 
           public statement I made, I suggested that we can 
           have train sets with locomotives on both ends 
           operating in push/pull mode like the current Acella 
           does. Having at least seven to eight cars in 
           between, but where the locomotives can run outside 
           of electrified territory, not just Catenary, but 
           also third rail. Currently, New Jersey Transit has 
           dual mode type 
           equipment; dual mode locomotives that run off of 
           Catenary and switch over to diesel. Amtrak and Metro 
           North uses engines which run on third rail and then 
           switch over to third rail as well. Having train sets 
           like this can vastly improve the fluidity and give 
           people more of a one seat travel; meaning, in areas 
           where you have to change engines, you will not have 
           to, such as Washington, D.C., is most notable. But 
           also New Haven, when you head up to Vermont and also 
           we can improve service in Pennsylvania by having 
           more trains run out to Pittsburgh, where people 
           would really like that to happen. Thus, if you run a 
          train from New York, Philly, out to Harrisburg, you 
          can switch over from electric to diesel and continue 
          your trip with very little down time or dwell time 
          in the station. Now, other things that I have read 
          within the information that this organization has 
          provided seems like a lot. I don't know where the 
          funding is going to come from. WE really need to 
          start changing the minds of our elected officials, 
          not just on the federal level but on the state and 
          local level as well. The railroad and even other 
          forms of transportation are important to this 
          country. But I feel that the railroad has always 
          gotten the worst end when it comes to appropriations 
          to maintain the system currently that we have. This 
          needs to change. Other countries look at their rail 
          system as a national necessity, we do not. I 
          appreciate you listening, and I hope to be in 
          contact with you, or someone in your organization be 
          in contact with me in the near future, thank you 
          very much. 



              We are going off the record at 6:18 p.m. 
              ON THE RECORD AT 6:21 p.m. 
                    This is Judy Grill, Court Reporter, and same date 
                    January 20th, now 6:21 P.M. and we are back on the 
                    record with Glenn Johnston, the Amtrak employee of 
                    twenty-three years and he has more of a statement to 
                    make, so go right ahead Glenn.  
              PRIVATE HEARING SPEAKER, GLENN F. JOHNSTON: 
            Thank you Judy. I had additional comments to make, 
            and this pertains to not just to the people who I 
            work with, because we are a heavy rebuild shop for 
            Amtrak. We are only one of two serving the entire 
            country, and basically we do all the heavy rebuild 
            of the equipment used on the Northeast Corridor, 
            both locomotives and cars. If people are looking 
            toward economic recovery, such as putting people 
            back to work, then whatever train sets are decided 
            to be made, my suggestion would be make them hear. 
            We have a defunct car plant, the old GM car plant 
            that is still empty, is not being used for anything, 
            and could be retrofitted to be used to build rail 
             equipment. That alone to retrofit and re-purpose the 
             property, should give you, say, a couple hundred 
             jobs alone. And, also there are nearby steel mills 
             that could make the steel needed, even possibly the 
             stainless steel, there is also a defunct steel mill 
             in Claymont, Delaware, where part of it is a 
             fabrication shop, where part of these train sets 
             could be fabricated and then assembled in the old GM 
             plant. The reason why I bring this up, again, not 
             only do I represent the people who I work with but 
             also I feel that the State of Delaware and local 
             areas such as Maryland and Pennsylvania can benefit 
             from the job growth that can be created from these 
             manufacturing jobs. With that being said, I close 
             again, thank you for listening. 
 
    
 
                         OFF THE RECORD AT 6:24 p.m. 
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