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RE: Opposition to Alternative 1: Northeast Corridor Expansion 

Dear Federal Railroad Administration officials, 

On behalf of the Lyme Academy College of Fine Arts Board of Trustees, I write in 
opposition to the proposed NEC Futures Alternative 1 high-speed rail expansion project. 

Lyme Academy College ofFine Arts was founded in 1976 and as of2014 is a college of 
the University ofNew Haven. It is situated in Old Lyme, CT along the southern side of 
Interstate 95. Foremost from the institution's perspective, alternative 1 will destroy the 
entire campus of the Lyme Academy College of Fine Arts. The mission of Lyme 
Academy College of Fine Arts is to educate aspiring artists through a rigorous studio 
curriculum rooted in figurative and representational art, an important and unique 
educational mission that is embraced at only a few select institutions in the county. 

Additionally, the John Sill House, 1817~ located on the Lyme Academy College of Fine 
Arts property, and immediately in the path of the rail proposal, has been documented by 
both the Colonial Dames's book, "Old Houses of Connecticut," 1915, the WPA "census 
ofold buildings in Connecticut," 1938 and again in 1985, the Historic American 
Buildings Survey by the National Park Service. The building would be destroyed under 
alternative 1. 

Looking to a broader context of the proposal and the area, alternative 1 will have 
deleterious effects on the local environment of the CT River Estuary and Lieutenant 
River, both of which are in very close proximity to the Lyme Academy College ofFine 
Arts' campus. Alternative 1 also bisects the historic town of Old Lyme, a town that is on 
the National Register of Historic Places and a town that has intentionally preserved its 
artistic heritage, natural environmental beauty, and its historic legacy. Once disturbed by 
alternative 1, the preservation of these qualities will be lost forever. 

Finally, from an even broader perspective, it seems that for the state of Connecticut and 
travelers coming to this entire region, Alternative 2 provides more flexibility and 
expansion of high-speed rail services to inland locations like Hartford, CT, and between 
Hartford and Providence, RI. The existing rail corridor along Connecticut's coastline 
must be preserved and upgraded but serves the local areas quite well and efficiently. 
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For these reasons, the Lyme Academy College of Fine Arts of the University ofNew 
Haven joins the chorus of opposition against NEC Futures Alternative 1. 

ephen Tagliatela 
Lyme Academy College of Fine Arts 
Chairmain, Board of Trustees 
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Please also add the following paragraph to Section IV: "Within Massachusetts portions of the project impact area on 
non-federal lands, identified human remains shall be protected and treated consistently with the Massachusetts 
Unmarked Burial Law (Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 38, § 6; Chapter 9, §§ 26A and 27C; and, Chapter 7, § 
38A; all as amended). Any non-Native American human remains shall be treated in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Historical Commission "Policy and Guidelines for Non-Native Human Remains Which Are Over 100 
Years Old or Older." 

The MHC looks forward to consultation with the FRA on the continued development of the project. 

These comments are offered to assist in compliance with Section 106 ofthe National Historic Preservation Act of 
1966, as amended (36 CFR 800) and M.G.L Chapter 9, Sections 26-27C (950 CMR 70-71). If you have any questions 
or require additional information, please contact Jonathan K. Patton, ArchaeologistlPreservation Planner, at this 
office. 

;::r~ 
Brona Simon 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Executive Director 
State Archaeologist 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

xc: Susan Anderson, ABCOM, Glen Allen, VA 
Bettina Washington, Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah) 
Ramona Peters, Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe 
John Eddins, ACHP 
Catherine Labadia, CT Historic Preservation & Museum Division 
JeffEmidy, Rhode Island Historic Preservation & Heritage Commission 
David Mohler, Executive Director, Office of Transportation Planning, MADOT 








































































































































































