










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Larry Hogan. Governor David R. Craig. secretary 

Boyd Rutherford, Lt. Governor Wendi W. Peters. Deputy secretary 

Maryland Department of Planning
 
Maryland Historical Trust
 

January 20,2016 

Rebecca Reyes-Alicea 
NEC FUTURE Program Manager 
Federal Railroad Administration 
One Bowling Green, Suite 429 
New York, NY 10004 

Re:	 NEC FUTURE Investment Program 
Tier 1 Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and 
Section 106 Draft Programmatic Agreement (PA) 

Dear Ms. Reyes-Alicia: 

Thank you for providing the Maryland Historical Trust (Trust) with a copy of the DEIS and Draft Programmatic 
Agreement prepared for the NEC Future Investment Program, for review and comment. 

The Trust, Maryland's State Historic Preservation Office, has appreciated the opportunity to participate in the consultation 
and negotiation of the multi-state agreement document for this undertaking, pursuant to Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act. Trust staff carefully reviewed the final draft PA and we find it largely consistent with the 
previous versions of the agreement discussed in our regional and state-specific conference calls over the course of the last 
year. We have a few minor suggestions, noted below, for your consideration in preparing the final agreement for 
signature. 

1.	 Page 6, line 125: This Whereas clause references invitation to "statewide historic preservation commissions" to 
participate as consulting parties. We suggest changing the term "commissions" to "organizations" as commissions 
are typically governed under specific legal mandates at the local level and we assume this clause is referring to 
statewide non-profit organizations focused on historic preservation issues. 

2.	 Page 9, line 277: Stipulation m.B establishes relevant Standards and Guidelines and should add "any additional 
requirements specified in a State-specific appendix to this PA, as applicable." 

3.	 Pages 20-22, Signatory Parties / Concurring Parties: Please add names and titles for the various individuals who 
will be signing the agreement, so it is clear who actually signed the document as fonnal signatory or concurring 
parties. 

4.	 Page C-2: Stipulation D Standard Treatment #4 Archaeological Resources needs to be expanded to specify the 
applicable parameters and consultation process for employing data recovery as a standard treatment and should 
follow a similar format to Stipulations A.1-4 and B.1-4. 

5.	 Page E-1: For the Maryland Historical Trust's entry in the Tier 1 Consulting Parties List, the Status of Invitation 
Acceptance column should read "Signatory to the PA" as we positively responded to the invitation via email on 
12/17/14. 

6.	 Page J-7: Please add names and titles for the various individuals who will be signing the State-specific
 
agreement, so itisclear who actually signed the document as fonnal signatory parties.
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7. Careful proofreading and editing of the final PA are needed to correct minor typos, punctuation and format errors. 

We await submittal ofthe final PA for signature, when available. We look forward to working with the involved parties 
to implement the agreement for relevant undertakings in Maryland as the program moves into Tier 2. If you have 
questions or need further assistance, please contact Beth Cole at beth.cole@maryland.gov I 410-514-7631 or Tim 
Tamburrino at tim.tamburrino@maryland.gov 1410-514-7637. 

Thank you for providing us this opportunity to comment. 

Sincerely, 

&~Lld_ ~ 
Elizabeth Hughes'" \V -0-
Director I State Historic Preservation Officer 

EHlEJC/TT1201505034 









MEADOWLANDS
 
REGIONAL
 
CHAMBER
 

Building Essential Connections That Drive Business Growth 

February 9,2016 

NEC Future 
U. S DOT Federal Railroad Administration 
One Bowling Green, Suite 429 
New Yark, NY 10004 

Re: NEC Future Tier One Environmental Impact Study - Comments 

The Meadowlands Regional Chamber (MRC) has had a long history oftransportation advocacy 
in this region for over 40 years. We are membership organization representing a broad range of 
economic interests in the region, from small family businesses to international corporations, to 
educational institutions and non-profits and we currently serve over 1100 companies. 

Transportation and infrastructure issues are a high priority for us, as they provide the foundation 
for economic opportunities and prosperity for our members and the community at large. We are 
thus very pleased to see that the Gateway project is moving forward on several fronts, and that 
the NEC Future Tier 1 Alternatives Report Study is evaluating alternatives for the future ofthe 
intercity rail corridor. 

We are also in agreement with the DEIS identification of the Frank R. Lautenberg Station in 
Secaucus as a hub station for intercity rail services. At present, there is no Amtrak stop at this 
station. This is a critical issue for the MRC and its membership, particularly in light ofthe 
economic linkages between New York and Northern New Jersey, as well as the existing and 
future destinations near the station, such as the Meadowlands Sports Complex and American 
Dream. Development around the station continues to grow, including both industrial and 
residential projects. A Northeast Corridor stop at Secaucus would provide regional connections 
to New Jersey Transit rail lines and Metro-North, within New York, New Jersey and beyond. In 
addition, economic development and investment would be further accelerated within the 
Meadowlands area as a result of this new accessibility. 

The MRC strongly supports the additional tunnels to New York, the heart of the Gateway 
project, and views the project as essential to the region and the nation. We urge that a stop at 
Secaucus continue as an integral part of the project as the environmental impact studies and 
project design are finalized. Our ability to maximize the billions of investment that is currently 
being made and leverage those investments for a long term sustaining economy here are 

Meadows Office Complex I 201 Route 17 N., 2nd Floor I Rutherford N] 07070
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dependent on mobility options. Further, these studies should also review the potential for 
implementing this stop in the near future, not waiting until the completion of the Gateway 
project. This essential piece in realizing the potential of the Lautenberg Station as a critical 
regional hub must be recognized and implemented as soon as possible. 

We also want to emphasize the importance of the Bergen Loop in the future regional rail 
network. This improvement merits a somewhat minor mention in the DEIS, but is a significant 
element for thousands ofNew Jersey commuters. 

We appreciate this opportunity to comment, and offer to meet at your convenience to discuss the 
MRC's perspective on the NEC improvements. 

JKlIt 


























































































































































