


























VISIT T 203 777 8550 
800332 SfAY (7829) 

F 203 782 7755NEW HAVEN 
www.visitNewHaven.com
 

545 Long Wharf Drive, 4th Floor, New Haven, Cf 06511
 

Ms. Sarah Feinberg
 
Administrator
 
Federal Railroad Administration
 
1200 New Jersey Avenue Southeast
 
Washington, DC 20590
 

NEC Future
 
US Department of Transportation
 
Federal Railroad Administration
 
One Bowling Green, Suite 429
 
New York, NY 10004
 

February 10, 2016 

RE: NEC Future Tier 1 Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

Dear Administrator Feinberg: 

I am writing on behalf of Visit New Haven concerning the NEC Future Tier 1 Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the 
Northeast Corridor. As a tourism marketer for Greater New Haven, I am expressing deep concern about FAA's intent to analyze 
future route alignments which bypass Union Station in New Haven. 

Tourism is a critical component of the region's economic well-being. With over 4.8% of Connecticut's workforce being 
employed in tourism related jobs, the industry contributes over $1.7 billion in economic impact. Since 2012, the State of 
Connecticut has made a significant investment to tourism marketing to attract visitors from all along the Eastern Seaboard. 
Removing New Haven from a major rail route undermines that investment. 

Union Station is an essential transportation hub for New Haven and the surrounding towns. Our local airport has only a single 
carrier offering just three flights a day. Hoteliers, restaurateurs and retailers rely heavily on rail service to bring visitors from 
Washington, D.C., Philadelphia, New York City and Boston. 

As Connecticut's tourism industry works to rebound from the effects of the recession, inclusion in the route is critical to its 
success. Our community has an embarrassment of riches in terms of cultural and historical attractions that rely on travelers for 
their financial viability. Quite frankly, we need rail passengers to regain the industry's vitality. 

I urge you to work with the State of Connecticut and the Metropolitan Transportation Authority to upgrade the existing 
Northeast Corridor in Connecticut and introduce any and all new service on this shoreline route. In other words, do not analyze 
an inland route, which would bypass three of Connecticut's major economic centers - Stamford, Bridgeport and New Haven. 
Moving people in and out of New Haven on state-of-the-art rail systems is too important for us and for the many other 
businesses that are growing in this region. Instead, I urge you to invest the nation's infrastructure resources in a manner that 
supports the economic future of southern Connecticut. 

truly yours, ( fh. 7 ( , 

aJv~~Jlca1wvV~-
arbara Malmberg ~ Director of Marketing ~
 

Visit New Haven
 
545 Long Wharf Drive, 4th Floor
 
New Haven, Cf 06511
 
203-m-85SO 



















































































































515 North Avenue Phone: (914) 654-2140 
New Rochelle, NY 10801 FAX: (914) 654-2174 

Charles B. Sfrome, III 
City Manager 

City of New Rochelle
 
New York
 

December 23, 2015 

Rebecca Reyes-Alicea, Northeast Corridor Program Manager 
u.s. DOT Federal Railroad Administration
 
One Bowling Green, Suite 429
 
New York, NY 10004
 

Re: Northeast Corridor Tier 1 Draft Environmental Impact Statement Public Comments 

Dear Ms. Reyes-Alicea: 

On behalf of the City of New Rochelle, New York, I submit the following comments in support of 
Alternative Two - Grow regarding the Northeast Corridor (NEC) Tier 1 Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement. 

The City of New Rochelle is committed to Transit Oriented Development and Amtrak is an important 
partner for us. Amtrak's regional Boston to New York service stops in New Rochelle and we are in strong 
support of bringing existing infrastructure into good repair and growing services in our region. 

New Rochelle has just completed a rezoning for its downtown, encouraging increased density which will 
result in population growth. This is in line with NEC Future's predictions of growth in the North East which 
makes it clear that NEC's no action alternative is not a viable option. 

New Rochelle is building a future around multimodal transportation in Southern Westchester and the broader 
region, and bringing the North East Corridor existing infrastructure into good repair is the minimum that 
must be done to keep pace with growth and provide good service. This is also critical to improve 
Westchester's rail connectivity with the west side of Manhattan, in conjunction with the proposed 
improvements to the Metro North Railway now in New York State's capital budget. 

Alternative Two - Grow is our preferred alternative as it goes beyond just keeping pace with expected growth. 
It adds capacity to accommodate demand at the Hudson River and encourages substantial transport mode 
change, an estimated 93 million annual trips, to passenger rail, a much more sustainable option than private 
vehicles in an area with already congested highways and bridges. 

We look forward to following the progress of this extremely important initiative. 

Sincerely Yours, 

ad.~· 
Charles B. Strome, III 
City Manager 












