














































































A new bridge over The Connecticut River Estuary, named as one of" One of the World's Last 
Great Places in the Western Hemisphere" by the Nature Conservancy, raises a multitude of 
environmental concerns as it would cause disruption of the river, its wetlands, and the habitats 
a number of rare and threatened species and other wildlife. Home to the osprey which were 
nearly extinct just a few decades ago, the bald eagle (likewise nearly extinct but resurgent) and 
a stopover for migrating species, it is impossible to believe that the environmental impact would 
not be substantial. Your own ecological assessments recognize the impact on Connecticut's 
ecologically sensitive habitats. 

Finally, a word about aesthetics and economics. There has long been a nexus between the 
River and the well being of the surrounding communities. Essex, Old Saybrook, Old Lyme and 
other communities along the river are steeped in history dating to pre-Revolutionary days and, 
whether it was the shipping trade in the 18th century which gave rise to today's boatyards and 
marinas, or the Old Lyme Art Colony this nexus exists today. Boating enthusiasts and fishermen 
flock to the River each season to enjoy its beauty and access to Long Island Sound. Art 
enthusiasts likewise visit the towns along the River to view their historic homes and the 
museums and galleries creating a thriving tourist indUstry. Thus, the appreciation of the 
aesthetics of our river valley communities continues in the 21 st Century as it did in the 19th and 
20th Centuries. The new bridge would not only create a visual obstruction but also poses real 
dangers to the economies of our river communities. 

It is my sincere hope that you will re-examine this proposal in light of the harm it would cause to 
the River and its communities. 
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To: 

The Honorable Thomas Carper Mr. Robert 
U.S Senator, Delaware Office of State Planning Coordination 

301 N. Walnut St.,
 
Wilm., De. 19801 122 Martin Luther King,jr. Blvd.
 

Dover, De. 19901 
The Honorable Chris Coons 
U.S Senator, Delaware
 
1105 N. Market St.,
 Ms. Bernice Whalley 
Wilmington, De. 1980 I De. Office ofEc. Dev. 

99 Kings Highway, 
The Honorable John Carney Dover, De., 19904 
U.S. House of Representatives 
#200 Mr. Robert Valihura 
233 N. King St. Pres., CCBOH 
Wilm., De. 19801 C/O Mrs. Frances West 

911 Darley Road, 
The Honorable Jack Markell Wilm., De. 19810 
Governor, State of Delaware 
150 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.-South Ms. Mary Ridgeway, P.E. 

Division Administrator 
The Honorabie Harris B. McDowell, Jr. Federal Highway Administration 
11 th Fl. 120 I College Park Drive, Suite 102 
820 N. French St. Dover, DE 19904 
Wilm., De. 19801 

AMTRAK 
The Honorable Thomas Gordon ___~~ High Speed Rail 
New Castle County Executive { U.S. DOT Federal Railroad Administration 
87 Reads Way, One Bowling Green, Suite 429, New York, N.Y. 10004 
New Castle, De. 19720 

Ms. Heather Dunigan 
The Honorable Robert Weiner WlLMAPCO 
N.C.C. Councilman/Dist. 2 850 Library Avenue 
City/County Bldg.l8'h Fl. 'Suite 100 
801 French St., Wilm. De. 19801 Newark, De. 19711
 

Mr. Chuck Stirk,Pres.. ,
 
Civic LeagiJdorNewC~siIeCounty
 
Brookland Terrace,
 
Wilm., De. 19808
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Subject: Land Use to now reqUIre a Prl-Iic[tllslte economic generator ~;;; ~ -I ~ 
WILMAPCO sponsored Planners' Presentation-Archmere Academy-N. Claymont Master Plan­

03 Feb. 2016 
Request ofyour timely review and action 

The North Claymont Site should Demand
 
The Regional Inter Modal Transportation Center.
 

Ladies and Gentlemen:
 
The improvement of our interstate transportation system is a major vehicle to our domestic
 
and International future economic viability.
 

Though a much appreciated, WILMAPCO sponsored, Master Plan presentation by 
Professional Planners for the N. Claymont, De,when}discussed at the various break out 
tables, brought forth were major concerns: . 0 .0 

• The Presenters, asking for alternate concepts with reactions to that 
presented, respondents observed that the Master Plan was but a repeat of the earlier 
year presentation by those new land owners, their plan, in turn, substantially an off 
shoot from that developed by others from 1992 forward through 2005--- the 
current presentation by WILMAPCO being absent a vital ingredient, (one 



included in the original Master Plans of 1996 thru 2014): a long term economic 
generator. The earlier Plan of 1996, such informally well received by the U.S. 
Dept. of Transportation, indicated a major, Regional Inter Modal Transportation 
Center. In post review of the WILMAPCO presentation, there is now further 
concern, that being one of replacing required parking, ancillary offices/ housing, 
including a commuter station, and access for any combined Center, is substituted 
by extensive ware housing, and limited waterfront usage. This substitute usage 
accommodates an earlier developer's announced intentions for ware housing on 
that site, but slights that of looking forward to an attractive waterfront and an 
integral commuter station. With borrowed, multi photos of other sites, 
WILMAPCO has presented only window dressing to that earlier proposed Master 
Plan. A forward vision of the site, is now further challenged by the Owner's 
current Planner inference that any development will require the roads, etc. be 
substantially financed by public monies, others noting that WILMAPCO is usually 
the stepping stone toward Federal outlay--substantial infrastructure of overpasses, 
etc. To the contrary, an earlier major developer of regional shopping centers 
offered to purchase the 36 acre designated North West portion, absent of any 
public financial support. Delaware, with" no sales tax", provides the major retail 
Developer necessary inducement to provide his own infra structure, challenging 
the necessity of more shopping centers. Noting the across street, failing, Tri-State 
Mall, the local population of limited purchasing power, nearby crime, and the un 
acceptable 1-95 interchange, there must be a more demanding economic generator 
than one more Shopping Center/ office complex to justify the massive 
infrastructure costs. A Regional Inter Modal Transportation Center provides 
that justification. With the Federal Railroad Administration now considering 
high speed rail, to include an East bi pass of the Wilmington Station, (the State 
embarrassed at two major, multi million dollar, renovations/additions to that 
Station, while continued inadequate vehicular access from 1-95), what could be 
more logical than a major and new station complex at the N. Claymont site? 

Requested immediate attention and leadership from you: 
• Engage and require a most thorough enviromnental clean -up of the 420 
acre, N. Claymont site. 
• Require a long tenn, economic uplift for the region-such being the major, 
inter modal Transportation Center. 
• Require, if housing for the elderly substantiated, higher quality rather 
quantity. 
• Deny any Public financial commitment until the above is achieved. 
• Noting the present income make up of the surround, and their limited 
purchasing power, yet, a current affluent commuter from the broader surround, 
who could be attracted if that traveler could easily board the high speed train 
up/down the Coast, access International Air travel, board a Cruise Ship (which the 
Port of Wilmington discourages ), even trans ship from waterborne cargo to rail ? 
As proven to our South, such Center, and to include the Port, will not only re 
invigorate Claymont but, as proven, re invigorate a Region. A carefully re tooled, 



prioritized. and long term costing for that a New Master Plan is urgently 
required-A Vision beyond one that of immediate profit for this Developer. 

Your response would be most appreciated. 

/hanYTh~ 

~jq 
CHARLES M. WE 

Weymouth Architects and Planners 
1827 LOVERING AVENUE, WILMINGTON, DE.19806 
TE: (302) 658-8760 
FX: (302) 658-8761 
E-Mail: CWEYMOUTH@AOL.COM 
Website: WEYMOUTH ARCHITECTS @aol.com 
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                       P R O C E E D I N G S 
             ON THE RECORD AT 6:08 P.M. 
       Whereupon, 
                       Michael Williams 
             INTERVIEWED as follows:  
             COURT REPORTER: 
             Please introduce yourself and you may begin. 
             PRIVATE HEARING SPEAKER, MICHAEL WILLIAMS:  
             Sure. My name is Michael Williams and I'm a resident 
             in Baltimore, Maryland. And after having gone over 
             the Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement, I believe 
             that the NEC Future should choose Alternative 3.2, 
             which is the Long Island to Providence routing, for 
             the NEC Future.  
             Understanding that, and it's very important to connect 
             airports beyond just Newark International and 
             Baltimore/Washington International Airports, the 
             Alternative 3.2 would include the Philadelphia 
             International Airport, John F. Kennedy Airport, 
             McArther-Islip Airport, as well as the T. F. Green Airport 
             as part of the reach of the Northeast Corridor.  
             Understanding that sometimes budget constraints lower the 
             aim of where, of what can be done, if Alternative 3.2 is 
             not able funded or any of the other Alternative 3 
             routings, then I would put my support behind Alternative 
             2. 
             That's it. 
             COURT REPORTER: 
             Are you finished with your statement. 
             PRIVATE HEARING SPEAKER MICHAEL WILLIAMS: 
             I am finished with my statement 
             COURT REPORTER: 
             I want to thank you very much, and that concludes the 
             statement for Michael Williams. This is Judy Grill, Court 
             Reporter, signing off. 
             OFF THE RECORD AT 6:11 p.m. 
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Wilmington Area Planning Council 

WILMAPCO Council: 

John Sisson. Chair 
Delaware Transit Corporation 
Chief Executive Officer 

Bill Miners, Vice-Chair 
Chesapeake City 
Councilman 

Jennifer Cohan 
Delaware Dept. of Transportation 
Secretary 

Thomas P. Gordon 
New Castle County Executive 

Connie C. Holland 
Delaware Office of State Planning 
Coordination, Director 

Tari Moore 
Cecil County Executive 

Heather Murphy 
Maryland Dept. of Transportation 
Director, Office of Planning and 
Capital Programming 

Michael Spencer 
Mayor of Newport 

Dennis P. Williams 
Mayor of Wilmington 

W1LMAPCO Executive Director 
Tigisl Zegeye 

850 Library Avenue. Suite 100 
Newark, Delaware 19711 

302-737-6205; Fax 302-737-9584 
From Cecil County: 888-808-7088 

e-mail: wilmapco@wilmapco.org 
web site: www.wilmapco.org 

February 2, 2016 

Rebecca Reyes-Alicea 
USDOT 
Federal Railroad Administration 
Office of Railroad Policy & Development 
One Bowling Green, Suite 429 
New York, NY 10004 

Dear Ms. Reyes-Alicea: 

WILMAPCO welcomes the opportunity to comment on the NEC FUTURE Tier I 
draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The !\IEC serves as a major 
transportation corridor for residents of the WILMAPCO Region; the Joseph R. 
Biden Jr. Amtrak Station in Wilmington, DE is the 11th busiest train station in 
the United States generating over 717,000 (circa 2012) trips each year. The 
f\lEC also serves as an economic development engine as it is also the primary 
rail freight corridor for the entire Delmarva Peninsula. It will be critical to 
maintain this 100 year-old rail corridor at a state of good repair while also 
creating the capacity to accommodate more trains and passengers for the 
future. Expanded rail ridership is one of the best means available for our 
region to lower transportation emissions and improve air quality, as well as 
encouraging the continuing economic development of the City of Wilmington. 

WILMAPCO staff have studied the proposed alternatives and the service 
recommendations within the EIS and we support the need to transform the 
NEC to accommodate faster train trips and expanded service to new markets, 
as is detailed in Alternative 3. We are also very supportive of the proposed 
connection to the Philadelphia International Airport. Staff would like to 
request that riders must be able to connect directly to the airport from the 
Biden Amtrak Station, as we feel that this rail connection will be well utilized 
by Delaware residents who are looking for a better multi-modal connection for 
this trip. We hear frequent comments from residents of our region requesting 
a rail connection from Wilmington to the airport, but that trip currently 
requires a train ride into Philadelphia and a second train back to the airport, 
and we have not heard of any plans by SEPTA to change that situation. This is 
the type of change that encourages new rail users who are looking for ways to 
reduce their carbon footprint with more multi-modal transportation choices. 

WILMAPCO staff have concerns regarding the proposed track paths for 
Alternatives 2 and 3 that deviate from the NEC spine in Cecil County, IVID and 
New Castle County, DE. We hope to work further with your project team to 
understand the impact that new rail corridors will have on the built and 
natural environment within our region. Specifically, we have major concerns 
with the paths of Alternatives 2 and 3 through the City of Wilmington, DE. We 
understand that these alternatives are still in a draft form, but there is 
concern that the paths of Alternatives 2 and 3 would travel directly through 
an 
So

existing 
uthbridge 

concentration of low income 
community. There will be 

and 
a de

minority 
vastating 

residents 
impact 

in 
on 

the 
the 

'WLMAPCO 

Partners with you in transportation planning 



Page 12 

revitalization efforts of this community if an elevated track structure were to 
be constructed through its core, as well as the negative effect on the proposed 
South Wilmington Wetland Park, which is currently being designed and falls 
under the proposed rail line. The path of Alternative 2 appears to follow an 
existing freight rail right-of-way, and we anticipate that there will be negative 
impacts to the properties along this ROW. We suggest the consideration of an 
alternate path that would follow the existing 1-495 ROWand which would 
have a lesser impact on the surrounding residents. 

Of an even larger concern for WILMAPCO and the State of Delaware is the lack 
of a connection to the Biden Amtrak Station for the proposed highest speed 
train service (220 mph) that would travel on the NEC as part of Alternative 3. 
The Biden Amtrak Station is currently a very strong market for the Acela 
service. In 2014 and 2015, the average number of Amtrak riders who boarded 
or alighted a train in Wilmington was approximately 351,000 per year. Of 
those Amtrak riders, approximately 107,700 boarded Acela and 113,700 
alighted Acela. Basically, over 30% of all Amtrak riders into and out of 
Wilmington rode an Acela train. The Acela service is very competitive for the 
Wilmington travel market, as there are many trips made to New York City and 
Washington D.C. on a daily basis. The nearest airport is the Philadelphia 
International Airport, which is 22 miles and 25 minutes away via the often­
congested 1-95 corridor. In the future, with even shorter rail travel times to 
New York and Washington, the market for high-speed train service in 
Wilmington should grow even stronger as the trip time becomes more 
competitive with commercial air travel. This high-speed connection for 
Wilmington will allow the region to attract new residents who can take 
advantage of the efficient train service for commuting and will foster 
continued economic growth for Wilmington's business community due to the 
ease of business travel. The Biden Amtrak Station must continue to have 
connections the fastest train services that can be planned for the NEC as part 
of the proposed service expansion. 

WILMAPCO staff are encouraged to see that the Tier 1 EIS includes references 
to many rail projects that are ongoing within our region, such as the future 
stations proposed for Newport (DE) and Elkton (MD), as well the expansion of 
the Newark Train Statioll. The completion of this facility will remove a 
chokepoint on the NEC (noted in section 4.6.1-3) while also allowing 
additional interregional and commuter train service to access this station, 
which could also include MARC train service from the south. The potential 
extension of MARC commuter service north from Perryville, MD to Newark, DE 
will have an impact on train operations in a corridor that currently serves only 
Amtrak and NS freight trains. In Cecil County, MD, the NEC is constrained by a 
6 mile segment that consists of two tracks, instead of three or four. 
WILMAPCO coordinated with MOOT, OelOOT, NS and Amtrak to complete the 
Chesapeake Connector Freight and Rail Passenger Benefits Study, which 
examines the potential benefits of adding a third track to this segment. This 
section of track would appear to be a future chokepoint for passenger rail, but 
it is a current chokepoint for Norfolk Southern (NS) freight trains that are 
accessing the NEC between the NS Port Road in Perryville, MD and the NS 
Newark freight Yard in Newark, DE. WILMAPCO believes that the Chesapeake 
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Connector should be addressed within the draft EIS and while sections 
4.6.1.2, 4.6.2.2 and 4.6.3.2 note that additional track should be constructed 
between Bayview, MD and Newark, DE we would like to see a specific 
reference to this important project. 

Thank you for the invitation to collaborate with you in the NEC Future 
planning process. Please contact myself or Dave Gula (dgula@wilmapco.org or 
302-737-6205) for more information about WILMAPCO's rail plans or any 
further detail regarding our comments of the draft EIS. 

Sincerely, 

~;::l-677t:-
Tigist Zegeye, Executive Director 

CC:
 
Jennifer Cohan, DelDOT
 
Johns Sisson, DTC
 
Heather Murphy, MDOT
 
Kevin Quinn, MTA
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