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I.  Introduction and Purpose 
 
This study and subsequent report was undertaken to evaluate the Hartford school system’s 
future educational facilities needs in light of recent enrollment trends, development of 
magnet schools and other relevant factors.  The recommendations and conclusions 
contained in this report are intended to guide policy decisions regarding school construction 
and renovation projects, as well as programmatic adjustments, for the Hartford school 
system over the next decade.  Drawing on a wide variety of information sources, this report 
is intended to provide an overview of the components of the Hartford educational system, 
examine issues that particularly impact the City of Hartford schools such as new school 
construction and renovation and the Sheff v. O’Neill mandates. The report also synthesizes 
information regarding school enrollment capacities and projected enrollments into a 
comprehensive analysis of the near-term future of the Hartford school system, provides 
analysis of this information and identifies areas of particular concern that are recommended 
for more intense study and evaluation. 
 
 
Contacts and Coordinating Parties 
 
A number of departments and individuals assisted in the collection and provision of data, 
explanation of educational facilities, programs and components, and analysis of current 
conditions and future needs of the school system in support of this study and report.  Dr. 
Roger O’Brien, Director of Planning Services for the City, served as the chief coordinator on 
behalf of the City of Hartford.  In addition to facilitating meetings between the consultants 
and city and regional staff, Dr. O’Brien provided up to date information on city policies 
impacting the school system and educational facilities, insights into specific educational 
programs and assistance in planning the outline and content of this report.  Mr. Lee 
Erdmann, Chief Operating Officer for the City of Hartford, was also instrumental in 
providing direction and feedback for the development of goals and policies in this report, as 
well as information on particular school system components such as the provision of early 
childhood educational services. 
 
Dr. Al Hinds, Chief of Building Operations for the Hartford Public Schools Building and 
Grounds Department, assisted in providing physical plant information for each school in the 
Hartford system, detailed construction plans and timelines for schools under construction or 
scheduled for renovation and additional information on the grade structure and capacities of 
existing and proposed schools.  Dr. Hinds also provided school renovation information for 
the period of time between the completion of the Hartford Public Schools Facilities Study in 
May 2000 and the present time.  Mr. Charles Crocini, Director of Capital Projects for the 
City of Hartford, provided detailed information on the school construction timeline and 
development process, as well as construction schedules for the planned renovations in the 
Hartford school system.  Ms. Gloria DeJesus and Ms. Regina Blake of the Office of 
Assessment, Evaluation and Research at the Hartford Public Schools provided information 
on the methodology of student enrollment projections for the Hartford school system, 
including how issues such as new residential development and the creation of magnet 
schools are factored into the projection process.  This information was critical in assessing 
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how student capacities at each of Hartford’s schools will be impacted into the near-term 
future. 
 
Dr. Bruce Douglas and Ms. Colleen Palmer of the Capitol Region Education Council 
(CREC) provided extensive background information on existing magnet schools and the 
Open Choice programs which they operate, as well as the projected future role of magnet 
schools and school choice within the regional education system.  CREC’s operations, 
although not within the confines of the Hartford school system, have an important impact 
on the enrollments within and evolution of the Hartford Public Schools, particularly in 
relation to the Sheff v. O’Neill court case. 
 
Study Timeline and Process 
 
Work commenced in early summer 2005 with a focus on analyzing demographic trends and 
development patterns within the City of Hartford.  Initial data on school enrollments and 
capacities were examined and analyzed on an introductory basis.  The various educational 
facilities and program options available within the greater Hartford region were identified.  
The proposed capital budget for the school system, including projected cost, construction 
period and projected final student capacity, was reviewed.  Maps were compiled identifying 
the location of educational facilities in the City of Hartford at the elementary, middle and 
high school levels, including magnet schools.  Also identified through the use of maps were 
the age of educational facilities, year of most recent renovation, student capacities, existing 
student enrollments, and proposed capacity after planned renovations. 
 
Between mid-August and mid-September, meetings were held with the Capitol Region 
Education Council (CREC) and Dr. Al Hinds of the Building and Grounds Department.  
Information gathered from these meetings included more detailed data on school facilities 
and planned capacities, construction timelines and appropriations for individual schools, and 
the role of magnet schools within the overall education system.  A meeting was also held 
with members of the Assessment, Evaluation and Research Department to identify the 
crucial components of the student enrollment projection process. 
 
In October, the information collected from earlier meetings was reviewed and a draft outline 
for the final report was prepared.  The outline was reviewed with Dr. O’Brien and other 
pertinent staff members and suggested changes were made.  The outline was finalized in 
early November.  Upon completion of the outline, work on the draft report began with 
additional research on magnet schools, charter schools, school choice and other private 
educational choices.  Background information on the Sheff v. O’Neill court case was 
collected, including obtaining documents from the City of Hartford’s Corporation Counsel 
Office.  Additional outside sources of information were located and used, such as the State 
of Connecticut’s Department of Education website, Trinity College’s Educational Studies 
Program and “Cities, Suburbs and Schools” research project websites, the Archdiocese of 
Hartford’s Office of Catholic Schools website, and a variety of news and information 
sources regarding Hartford.  Information on school enrollments, school capacities, and 
planned construction activities were converted to tabular format for ease of comparison and 
analysis.  Data from the Hartford Public Schools Facilities Study (or the “2040 Plan”) was 
condensed and analyzed.  In mid to late November, the text of the draft report was drafted 
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and analysis of the information gathered was completed.  The body of text herein represents 
a final report. 
 
2040 Plan 
 
The Hartford Public Schools Facilities Study, a lso known as the “2040 Plan”, was completed 
in May 2000 by Jeter, Cook & Jepson Architects, Inc.  The plan was undertaken to provide 
the City of Hartford with a comprehensive overview of the existing school facilities and to 
create detailed plans for future school construction and renovation activities.  Each existing 
school was analyzed and evaluated in terms of numerous criteria, including condition of the 
physical structure, existing square footage, student capacity, date of construction and/or 
renovation, program issues, specific space needs and site development issues.  Detailed 
recommended renovation plans and project budgets were completed for each school, as well 
as specifications for converting the school system from a K-5/6-8/9-12 school format to a 
PK-8/9-12 format.  Finally, the report provided recommendations for which schools should 
be renovated and a timeline for when renovation should begin on each. 
 
This document serves as the foundation for Hartford’s current school system capital 
improvements planning policy.  As such, the 2040 Plan also serves as the starting point for 
this report and its recommendations and timeline will be evaluated in terms of actual school 
construction activity that has already occurred.  Recommended future construction activities 
will be examined in light of recent school enrollment projections and the impact of magnet 
schools, school choice programs and other pertinent changes to the educational landscape of 
the Hartford region. 
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II.  Description of Educational System Components 
 
 
Traditional Public Schools 
 
At present, the City of Hartford has 30 traditional public schools.  This number includes 22 
elementary schools, three middle schools, three high schools and the two branches of the 
Hartford Transitional Learning Academy (HTLA).  There is a wide variety of grade 
configurations represented, and the school system is currently in the process of 
reconfiguring from an elementary school/middle school/high school format to one of 
PreK-8 and 9-12 schools.  In doing so, the three middle schools in Hartford (Quirk, Bellizzi 
and Fox) are planned for conversion to elementary school facilities.  At present, there are no 
plans to construct any additional traditional public schools in the City of Hartford.  Table 1  
on the following page lists these thirty schools. 
 
Maps #1 through #3 that follow Table 1 illustrate the locations of the elementary middle 
and high schools in Hartford in relation to neighborhood boundaries prepared by the City of 
Hartford. 
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Table 1 

Hartford Traditional Public Schools 

School Name Address Grades 
2005 

Enrollment 
Elementary School    
Barnard Brown 1304 Main Street PreK-6 428 
Batchelder 757 New Britain Avenue PreK-8 552 
Betances 42 Charter Oak Avenue PreK-6 406 
Burns 195 Putnam Street PreK-6 619 
Burr 400 Wethersfield Avenue K-8 435 
Clark 75 Clark Street PreK-6 385 
Dwight 585 Wethersfield Avenue PreK-5 501 
*Hooker 200 Sherbrooke Avenue PreK-8 510 
Kennelly 180 White Street PreK-8 692 
M.D. Fox 470 Maple Avenue PreK-5 822 
M.L. King 25 Ridgefield Street PreK-6 701 
McDonough 111 Hillside Avenue PreK-6 435 
Milner 104 Vine Street PreK-6 396 
Moylan 101 Catherine Street PreK-8 582 
Naylor 639 Franklin Avenue PreK-8 579 
Parkville 1755 Park Street PreK-6 561 
Rawson 260 Holcomb Street PreK-6 314 
Sanchez 176 Babcock Street PreK-6 489 
SAND 1750 Main Street PreK-6 352 
Twain 395 Lyme Street PreK-6 289 
West Middle 927 Asylum Avenue PreK-6 690 
Wish 350 Barbour Street PreK-6 433 
  TOTAL 10,661** 
Middle School    
Bellizzi 215 South Street 6-8 669 
Fox 305 Greenfield Street 7-8 754 
Quirk 85 Edwards Street 7-8 813 
  TOTAL 2,236 
High School    
Bulkeley 300 Wethersfield Avenue 9-12 1,615 
Hartford Public 55 Forest Street 9-12 1,444 
Weaver 415 Granby Street 9-12 1,302 
  TOTAL 4,361 
Other    
HTLA Annex 150 Tower Avenue K-6 74 
HTLA 110 Washington Avenue 7-12 88 
  TOTAL 162 
    
 GRAND TOTAL  17,420 

     * Scheduled to become a magnet school. 
     ** Does not include enrollments of Hooker Elementary School. 

    Source: Hartford Public Schools. 
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Map #1
Elementary School
District Boundaries

THIS MAP IS INTENDED FOR PLANNING PURPOSES
ONLY. DELINEATIONS MAY NOT BE EXACT.

Sources:

Parcel Basemap: City of Hartford
Neighborhood Boundaries: City of Hartford

School District Boundaries:
As Digitized From Map Titled "August 2003 City of 
Hartford Middle School Districts".

H A R R A L L - M I C H A L O W S K I
A S S O C I A T E S, INCORPORATED
HAMDEN, CONNECTICUT September 2005

1.      Barnard-Brown School (PK-6)
2.      Louis W. Batchelder School (PK-8)
3.      Dr. Ramon E. Betances School (PK-6)
4.      Dominick F. Burns School (PK-6)
5.      Alfred E. Burr School (K-8)
6.      John C. Clark Jr. School (PK-6)
7.      Henry C. Dwight School (PK-5)
8.      Annie Fisher Magnet School (PK-8)
9.      M.D. Fox Elementary School (PK-5)
10.    Mary M. Hooker School (PK-6)
11.    Eleanor B. Kennelly School (PK-8)
12.    M.L. King Jr. School (PK-6)
13.    Richard J. Kinsella Magnet School (PK-7)
14.    Thomas J. McDonough School (PK-6)
15.    Thirman L. Milner School (PK-6)
16.    Cornelius A. Moylan School (PK-8)
17.    Dr. James H. Naylor School (PK-8)
18.    Parkville Community School (PK-6)
19.    Sarah J. Rawson(PK-6)
20.    Maria C. Colon Sanchez Elem. School (PK-6)
21.    SAND School (PK-6)
22.    Simpson Waverly Magnet School (PK-6)
23.    Mark Twain School (PK-6)
24.    Noah Webster Magnet School (PK-8)
25.    West Middle Elem. School (PK-6)
26.    Fred D. Wish School (PK-6)
27.    Breakthrough Magnet School (PK-8)
28.    Hartford Transitional Learning Academy (K-5)
29.    Jumoke Academy Charter School (PK-5)
30.   The Learning Corridor Montessori Magnet
31.   University of Hartford Regional Magnet (PK-5)
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1.   Morgan G. Bulkeley High School (9-12)
2.   Hartford Public High School (9-12)
3.   Weaver High School (9-12)
4.   Hartford Transitional Learning Academy (6-12)
5.   Greater Hartford Academy of Math & Science
      Greater Hartford Academy of Arts (9-12)
6.   Sport Sciences Academy (9-12)
6A. Sport Sciences Academy Future Location (9-12)  
7.   University High School of Science & Engineering
      Magnet School (9-12)
7A. Future Location University High School of Science & 
      Engineering Magnet School (9-12)
8.   Pathways to Technology Magnet School (9-12)
8A. Future Location Pathways to Technology Magnet 
      School (9-12)
9.   International Baccalaureate Academy - Regional
      Magnet School (Not shown on Map; East Hartford)
10. Great Path Academy Regional Magnet School
      (9-12) (Not shown on Map; Manchester)
11. Hartford Classical Magnet School (6-12)
12. Capital Preparatory Magnet School (6-12)
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Interdistrict Magnet Schools – Hartford 
 
There are twelve magnet schools that are operated by the City of Hartford; in other words, 
they have been established by the Hartford Board of Education, but are open to students 
from throughout the region.  There is also the possibility of other schools, such as Dwight 
Elementary School and Kennelly Elementary School, eventually converting to magnet 
schools as well.  The target enrollment for Hartford students in these schools is 70%, with 
the other 30% coming from other school districts.   Table 2 below identifies the twelve 
existing magnet schools. 
 

Table 2 
Hartford Interdistrict Magnet Schools 

Source: Hartford Public Schools. 
 
 
Interdistrict Magnet Schools – CREC 
 
The Capitol Region Education Council (CREC) currently manages eight magnet schools 
within the greater Hartford region.  Of these eight schools, three are located within the City 
of Hartford.  All eight schools are open to Hartford students. 
 
Map #4 identifies the locations of both the City of Hartford magnet schools and those 
operated by CREC. 
 

School Name Address Grades Enrollment Status 
Breakthrough Magnet 290 Brookfield Street PreK-8 215 Completed 
Hartford Magnet Middle 53 Vernon Street 6-8 605 Completed 
Annie Fisher Multiple Intelligences 
Magnet 

280 Plainfield Street PreK-8 602 Planned 2008 

Simpson-Waverly Classical Magnet 55 Waverly Street PreK-6 411 Design Phase 
Noah Webster MicroSociety Magnet 5 Cone Street PreK-8 580 April 2006 
Capital Preparatory Magnet 950 Main Street 6-12 209 Design Phase 
Kinsella Magnet 65 Van Block Avenue PreK-7 444 Planned 2008 
Hooker Magnet 200 Sherbrooke Avenue PreK-8 334 Planned 2009 
Greater Hartford Classical Magnet 85 Woodland Street 6-12 484 Completed 
Pathways to Technology Interdistrict 
Magnet 

184 Windsor Avenue 9-12 233 Design Phase 

Sports & Medical Sciences Academy 275 Asylum Street 9-12 400 Design Phase 
University High School for Science & 
Engineering 

30 Elizabeth Street 9-12 198 Design Phase 

  TOTAL 4,715  




